I ent, 


— — —— —  — — 


| | 
Is | 
Ws: 7 
| © 6 
Mo 
{8 
[1:3 
h j 
* 
} ; 
"0-2 
ith. | 
lf if 
M4 
,- Fart 
Wil 
on 
il 
| it 
| : PR if 
titions to the Hononra- = Wl 
, if 
he Parli- 2 oh | ns / J | 
Tt lf 4 
7” Leturnes/and: Repref 1tations,and lf 
Tt pers:thar may give full andcleare | 6 ll , 
| th 
It. | 


0/08 OL Y I : * — - - 
\.- L - \. bu F R % d $ : . . : | 
. | ! 


Ws 
q Ag 


"” — 


> = ene nas, 
* —— 7 


5 W_—_ 
Wat Oey 


Ve. 
—- 

' — 
I reererty wo_.., 


a J. " —— 


-<S ARr.ev.. 


———— 
hm  eR 
p - 


” 
-- 


4 


—— 


Py 


is te. Ltd. BA 


', 
' 
- 


\ 


. 
. 
« 
” cs 
-, Q 
- 
4: 
: . 
by . 
. \ @ 
. 
* 
» 
- . 
» 
LY 
- 
. j W % 
- 
- 
. 
ny . 
© % 
' 
'£ Z 
= 
F 
, 
» * 
+» 
. 
g 
* 
- E 7 
” 
. 
. 
* + 
%* 
”p 
* 
=y 
. 
- 
- ” 
= = 
- 
. 
. 
” 
- x 
= 
-4 
+4 
» 
CY 
. 
i * , 
s - » 
Ly 
. 
% ” 
"7 
% 


i gt 
< 
P- 
.” 
"+ 0 
5 
= 
21 
- 
ig 
= 
PS +. 
- '” 
=, 


4 4 - 
+ 
>; 
3 

; 4 
a 
bY; 


| People: After he had broken the Egyptian Antichriſtian yoke, firſt 
 1athis, then in the neighbour-Kingdome, With a mighty hand and a 
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Of the Coumtss10n oftheGreEneraLL 
ASSEMBLY, to this whole Kirk and Kingdome, 
| concerning the preſent publike proceedings 


rowards an.engagementin Warre, ſo farre as 
- Religionisthereigconcerned, 


3g O D onely wiſe, who is won 7erfull in comnſel aud ex- 
A, cellent in working, Whoſe thoughts are not like mens 
ES thoughts, nor his wayes like mens wayes; Who ſome» 
L times by weak and unlikely meanes , and often by 
| contrary. meanes, uſeth to work out the greateſt 
works of -his glory, and the greateſt ſalvation to his 


fretched-ont arm; andhad alfo brought us through a red Sea of a 
bloody oppoſition and Warre ; yea, after we'were near the wiſhed 
forReformation and Peace, He hath againe reduced us to: ſuch ex- 
treme difficulties and dangers, as makes many in their haſte -apz to 
wiſhthey had net come out of Egypt, or that they were returned 
thither againe, How great and how many ſoever our dangers be, 
The Lord # righteous in all hu wayes, and boly in all bs Works, and he 


hath paniſhed ws lefſe then onr iniquities deſerve. Among many 0- 


ther provocations, that of Sinfull compliance is one, which the pre- 
ſent judgements of God in both Kingdomes do more eſpecially and 


 morediſtinly proclaime and ſpeak out (Eccho-wiſe) unto us.- Se- 


faries in the one hand, and ering pry in both, WEre ſo much con- 
nived at andcomplied with, that God hath moſt juſtly made them 
0n both fides to be thorns and ſcourgesto thele that cheriſhed them - 


— when they ſhould have ſuppreſſed them. But as we will bear -the 
- indignationof the Lord, becanſe we have ſinned againſt hin : So we 


(4 


encourage our ſelves imour God. and truſt, that when ke hath hum. 


Ws 


bled and provedhis people;he will do them good intheir latter end. 
Bleſſed are they that wait for him, and liveby faith; and keeptheir 


-  garmentsclean, for they ſhall /ze the good of Jeruſalem, and peace 


pon Iſrael. Yea, God ſhall work ſo much good out of all the great- 
eſt evils which now afflit them, that they ſhall ſay imend, We had 
Periſhed, unleſſe we had periſhed; and the work of: God had not: 
| beendone,if it had not been undone. —» A 
| , It is onedoor of hopeto us, that God hath raiſed upthe ſpirits 

of many-of.his ſervants in divers places and- Provinces of. England, - 


to joyne together in witneſſing a good confeſſion, and giving a fair 
publike teſtimony for the truth of Chriſt, for the Covenant, for the 


Presbyterial Government; and againſt:chat abominable Toleration- 


of moſt dangerous Errors, Herefies and Schiſmes, Theſe Teſ*imo- 
nies we haye-ſeen to our great: joy and comfort, and'haye-beene 


- much refreſhed thereby ;- truſting, that ſo. many publike Teſtimo- 
_ nies as have been given-in both-Kingdomes for the Covenant., and 
againſt the Toleration of Hereſie or Schiſme, ſhall not be in yaine, 
but that God ſhall lay open thoſe rhat reſiſt che truth, ſo as they ſha 


proceed no farther, but their folly ſhall be made maniſeſt unto all 


- wen. And we not doubr, but that ſuch ſhoutings ſhall be heard 


among the Churches of Chriſt : Shame, ſhame upon the way of. the 


- SeRtaries!Grace, grace upon that Covenant and Reformation which 


the SeRtaries oppoſed }- 


- 


4 


Our preſent work-is at home; To givean Antidote againſt theſe 


Malignant deſignes now brought-to ſo much maturity : and -yithall 
to clear our-owne late Proceedings, which ſome are content to mif- 


- underſtand, except they alſo miſrepreſentthem to-as many others as 


they can; yea ſome are ſo skilful in coyning, others ſo bold in out- 
ing, and a third ſort ſo weakand fimpletn believinglies and calnm- 


nies, that enery conſcientious man hath cauſe to pray at this time, 


Deliver my-ſoul', O Ford, from lying lips aud from a aeceitfull 


. | | \ f | bh 2b; \ 
- That we may therefore lay more open the trath of matters, we 
ſhall not now ſo farre-runne the back-trade as to infift upon the riſe 


_ an] progreſle of theſe preſent evils, nor uponthe gronnds of: our 
_ :formerfeares and apprehenſions of dangerous' and malignant de. 
 ſignes heretofore on foot : It (hall be ſufficient at this time to make 
 _knownthe late pallages, ſince we received His Majeſties Letter da- 
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WE 


ted at Ciribrook Caſtle; December 27. 1647.. together with a Nar- | 


rative in writing of his Majeſties conceſſions and: offers concerning 
Religion, and what his Majeſtic is content to do for this Kingdome * 
(pon 4 good agreement) under which expreſſion we know-nothow- 
much may be comprehended. Thar Letter and Narrarive, together: 
with the reports which then this Kingdome was full of, that his: - 
Majeſty had given ſatisfaction to the: Publike deſires concerning the 
Covenant and Religion {thereby to make the people ſecure, and the- 
better to animate them unto an engagement in his Majefties quar-- * 
rel) did:miniſter occafion to our late Det/aration, which although: 
extremely.oppoſed and rraligned by ſuch as found their projects 
thereby croliled, yet hath found ſuch generall and good acceprtan-e- 
in this Kirk of Scotland, that we have already received not onely 


from divers Presbyteries, but from the moſt part of the Provinciall 


Synods, moſt-affeRionate Letters of thanks for the ſame ; as name. 
ly:from the Provinciall of Lothian and T weaaale, Eyffe, Mlenſe,and: 
Tiviatdail, "erth and Stirlin, Angus and Mernes, Glaſgowand er, 
Dumfries, Galloway, and eAberdeen :And we doubt not but that the 
few. other -Proyincials would have done the like, but that being in- 
more remote places, they had-not the opportunity. to be ſo ſoon ac-: 
quainted-with.the condition of publike affairs. . - ++ .. 

_ ' Not long after the emitting of that Declaration, we were deſi. 
red, upon the 15 of March, by the Committee of Parliament to ap-: 


- point ſome of our number to conferre with their Lordſhips., which- 


we did - But upon the 17, of that monerh, underſtanding that a 

Vote had paſt in Parliament upon the 16. concerning Berwick: and* 
Carlile, (which Vorte as it-was diſſented from and proteſted againſt 
by divers Members of 'Parltament who have. beene moſt zealous- 


and conſtant ſince the beginning, ſo we conceived to be a predeter-- 


mining of. the ſubjeR of the Conference, ahd to be of exceeding 
dangerous conſequence to the cauſe of God and:ends of the Cove- 
nant) We werethereupon diſconraged from entertaining that Con- 

ference, and ſo reſolved: to delay it till we ſhould give fu:ther Or»: 
der to thofe of our Number appointed on the Conference. 

Aﬀeer this, upon the 22. of arch, we did, for our owne-exo-- 
neration; and fora cleare underſtanding between the Honourable 
Court of Parliament and us, repreſent to their Lordſhips;eight hum- 
ble deſires, whereupon the ſame day we-were invited to a new cor-- 
ference with. ſome. of their. Lordſhips which .did nor ;Provice Fas = 
- | wiſhed. 
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wiſhed effeft and (atisfation which we were waiting for, Upon the: .. 
28.of March we received the Parliaments anſwers to onreight De- 
[fires, which leaving us ſtitl unſatisfied, did occafion our humble Re- 
-preſentation'of arch 29, whereunto we received no other anſwer, 


but a defire of Parliament ſent us the next day, for a conference up- 


 :onour ſaid Deſires, and the p arliaments anſwer thereunto, .and alſo | 
-upon theſſtate of the Queſtion 'and whole matter. But as we were 


. FO 


willing to conferre upgn our $ defires, and the unlatisfaorineſle of 


the > arliaments. anſwers rhereunto, ſo till we ſhould receive a cleer 


and reall fatisfaftion to theſe. our defires, we Declined a Confe-: 
rence upon the ſtate of a Queſtion for Warre, for the grounds and 
reaſons.expreſled in our paper of the 30 of March, and did ac- 
cordingly give order to thoſe of our number appointed to conferre, 
But. the power given to the Committee of Parliament, contain.. 
_ - ing nothing of further ſatisfaRtion.to be given to our deſires, that. 
their Conference (after ſome time ſpent in debates) proved no leſſe._ 
inefteQuall thenthe former two, © m— 


Pl - 


Upon the 11. «£pri/, It was Ordered by the Parliament; that the 
.-demand concerning Religion, thought fit by their Lordſhips to be 
ſent to the Parliament of ©ng/and, ſhould be communicated unto 


us: whereunto we returned an anſwerby our Paper of the 13.of that 
moneth. -. And that we might leave no meanes uneflayed for fatif- 


faQion in thoſe particulars, (wherein moſt part of. the Provincial 


Synods hath joyned with us in ſupplications to, the Parliament) 


without which, many others, as well as our ſelves, could not be fa- - 


t3shed in conſcience to concurre in the Engagement) We did by 
our Perition of the 18. further infiſt withtheir Lordſhips in all hy- 
mility and -earneſtnefle for ſatisfa&ion to our deſires, and to be clea- 


' reduponthewhole matter. . Unto all which we have received no 
_ ether anſwers for the ſatisfaRtion of our conſciences, bur the Paper 
delivered in to us from the Parliament uponthe 20. of April, toge- 


ther with their Lordſhips Declaration, unto which we were remitred 
for ſatisfaction in moſt things we had defired.But how great reaſon 


-. wehavetobe ſtillunfatisfied, will appeare by our Anſwer to their 


Lordſhips paper of the 20. of 4 pril, and by our humble Repreſenta- 
t0z upon the Declaration it ſelfe, expreſſing more fully our ſenſe of 


_the whole matter : and although we might -have juſtly defired fome 
weeks for deliberation abont an Anſwer to fo large and fo'premedi- 
tate a Declaration concerning rhings of ſo high a nature, yerwe 
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Repreſentation thereupon was fully agreed : 


- Made mich haſte,that our 


and concluded - among us upon the eight day after we received. | 


the Declaration it ſelfe.  - 


' If the Honourable Eſtates of Parliament had been pleaſcd'to: de= | 


lay.the ſending away of their demands to England, and the publiſh- 
ing their Declaration to this Kingdom, till they had received* avd 
conſidered our Humble Repreſentation thereupon , We know not- 


but ir might have. by the bleſſing of God, conduced much to the s 


preventing of great and ſad inconveniences. ' But now their Lord- 
ſhips Declaration being emitted as itis , we have too much cauſe to: 
feare, that the Malignant party ſhall make uſe of it to theen- 
ſnaring of many, unlefſetimous warning and information be given: 
them. For ourpart, it hath been our endeavour ( which we are 
confident is defired with us by all the well-afteAted both in Church 


_ andState ) that there may be no rupture in this Nation ,. but a firme. 


union and conjunRion upon the firſt principles and grounds of en-: 
gagingin this cauſe. And as-wehave not been tenacious of words,. 
bur of things, norof any other things but ſuch as highly concerne 
the glory of God, ſolemn Covenants, and the good, ſafety, and ſe- 
curity of Religion : ſo we fhallbeblameleſle before God, Angels. 
and men, of Ki the evils, diftrations and confuſions, which may fol- 
low upon orbe occaſioned by the not {atisfying of fo jult and nece(- 
=o To. EE EGG 
- And now for the reſult ofthe whole buſines : As we were before, 
and {till are ready to conſent and agree to the engaging & ating in: 
_ war,if we were fatisfyed-in our conſciences concerning the grounds 
ofundertaking,and the means and ways of proſecuting the ſame,and-. 


concerning the othier particulars contained in our Papers preſented. 


to the Parliament :So not being ſatisfyed'in thoſe,and toking upon 
the waras it is now ſtated , mitters ſtanding as they do, and-the 
whole complex baſinefle taken together, We'cannor but (with all. 
dutifull reſpeR & honour beth.to his Majeſty and to the Eſtates of 
- Farlia.} plainly diffent-and difter from the fame,being ſo: far from a. 
cleer ſatisfaQtion in our conſciences concerning the lawfulneſſe and. 
neceſſity ofa War, upon the grounds and inthe manner exprefledin. 


. 
kd 4 ' 


ſwaded in our conſciences , it is an engagement of moſt:dangerous: 
conſequence tothe true reformed Religion,” both in DoErine, Di- 


the Declaration of Parliament, $a. contrariwiſe we arecleerly per-" _ 


_ «peſt. 
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reſt aid liberty of the Kirk ; favourable and advantagious to: the 
Popiſh, Prelaticall, and Malignant party : inconſiftent with the unt- 
on ofthe Kingdom, and the fſatisfaRion of the Presby terian party 
in England; and therefore contrary to theWord of God,to the So- 
lemn Covenants, firſt Prineiples and-publique Profeſſions of-this_ 


Kirk andKingdom,and a remedy worſe then the diſcaſe,and a courſe 


whereupon we cannot expeR a blefling from God. For which rea- 


ſons-( expreſſed more fully and particularly in our Repreſentation 
-ypon the late Declaration of Parliament-) wecannot in our conſci- - 
ences allow either Miniſters in their places and-callings, orany 0- 


_-thers wharſoever, to concurre andcooperxte in the Engagement : 


but truſt, thar all that have in them true tenderneſle of conſcience, 
and tremble at the Word of God, will by his grace and aſſiſtance 
keep themſelvs unſpotted and free in this buſines, and will chooſe af 
fiction rather then iniquity , and take theirhazard of ſuffering ra- 
ther then of fin, believing that the wrath of man ſhall turne to the 
Praiſe of God, and the remainder of wrath He will reſtrain, 
 Weknow there ismuch zeale pretended for the ends of theCove-- 
nant, uniformity of Religion, ſuppreſſion of Series, and the like : 
But the more pretence be made of Religious ends, the Malignant | 
delignes rallied and painted therewith are unto God and good 
men ſo much the more hatefull : Noth the ſame fountain ſend forth 
both ſweet water and bitter > Or how can true zeale againſt Secta= 


- ries, lodge in one breaſt with zeal for Malignants? Beſides, if Reli- 


gion and the Glory of God be now chiefly aimed at, what meanech 
the refuſing of that ſatisfaRion and ſecurity which hath been deſired 
for Religion ? Andif there be.ſuch zeal againſt SeQaries in the En- 
928ement, What meant it, that not long ago, when the dangers of 
chetrue Reformed Religion inthis Kirk ,. from the prevalent party 
of SeAariesin England were remonſtrat by. us to the honourable 
Committee of Eſtates ; 'it was pleaded by ſome, who now are moſt 
aRive and forward for an Engagement that this Kirk and Kingdom 
was.1n no ſuch danger from the SeQaries in England and the Army 


_ there, as might be any cauſe of not disbanding the Army in this. 


Kingdom, Andis this candid orfaire dealing, to.extenuat or ele- 
vat dangers from Sefaries, fo as may beſt ſerve mens preſent bult-. 
_neſſes ? Or.if the defign ar'that time was to disband that Army, as. 


_ to makeup another of their own modelling, = was this ſomuch. 


diſclaimed when mentioned among our feares and apprehenſionsin 


our. 
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(10) | i; 
eounſell-or adviſe to the Parliament; and remits the fame to be 
conſidered: in their ſeverall bodies : but the Parliament deſires in 
the mean time, till the return of their anſiver ( which they will do- 
with all- poſfible hogs ) that the Commiſſioners of the Church | 
would take no courſe for publiſhing or-divulging the fame. And de.” 
claresthat as they conceive, this offer of Counceil from the Church 
to the Partiament, doth not derogate from Parliamentary power  - 
and liberty :.So_ by this delay or anſwer they do- not mean any: 
wayesto intrench upon the priviledge due tothe Chutch. or Come 
miſſion thereof : Their intention being meerly for preſervation: of 
unity and good. correſpondence betwixt them, Exrrathum, 


Alex.. Gibſon, (Yer. Regiſt. = 


\ 
; \ 
ee 


CREE 


* 


Anſwer of the Commiſſion of the General aflem. 
' bly toche Parliaments Paper of the. 9. of Maxch _ 


E 
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' Edinburgh 10, Mfartis, 1648, : 


"PRE Commiſſion of the.Genexall Aſſembly, having- this day re-. 
..& ceived under the hand of the Clerk Regiſter, rhe deſire of the - 
Honourable Court of Parliament, concerningtheir Declaration pro 
ſcented totherir Honours yeſterday... CO oe og Ds Pon 


Do humbly retwwne this Anſwer, - 


ns 


God andthe Generall FF 6. 7 OR le&ordelay to emit and 
publiſh this Declaration, unlefle we had aſſurance ( which we have - 
not ) that there ſhould: be no danger to the canſe by the delay : 
"Otherwiſe we come under great guiltineſſe, jf we neglect to. give 

Limous and duewarning not only to their Honours,bnt alſo to the 
whole Kingdome, as Godreqiire of Watchmenin-time of cytdent 


Fy 


danger : Which made us, as before in like cafes we have done, to . 


reſolve upon the Printing of the ſaid Declaration before we knew 


3 


any thing of their Honours deſires for not publiſhingit. 
:bus having exonered our own'conſciences, We humbly defire thetr 


Honours to reſt confident; that as we are carefull to keep the kverty 


of the Kirk, ſo we ſhall be moſtunwilling co give to their Honours 
any caule of offence, od kn - 
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The D iſſent. and Proteſtation of ſome Members) of Parliament, 
' wpon the Vote of Parliament of the 16. Mach, concerning Berwick 
and Carlile. ES nels _ 


J 


" 7 Hereas we have earneſtlydeſired and preffed that no. power 
. V Y. be granted to any Committee to do, at, or order any 
thing which may engage this Kingdomein a Warre, before the Par- 
Uament refplve 00a Warre, and ſtate the cauſe and the ends there- 
of : It being in our judgement, neither agreeable to the Oath of Par- 
liament, and tenour of Commiſſions from Shires and Burghs nor 
tothe at of Parliament, 1 640. againſt the Lords of the Articles, it 
being alſo of dangerous preparative, and much derogatory to. the 


Liberties of the Kingdoms and Priviledges of Parliarnent : And moſk 
of allit being of exceeding dangerous conſequenice ro the cauſe of 
God, andthe Ends of our Solemti League atid Covenant ; We. do 
therefore diffent from che granting of aty ſuch power, and. do pro- 
teſt, that we may notbe included in. any ſuch Vote or. Reſolution, 
but may be free before God and man of allthe guiltinefle, prejudices 
and evils that may follow thereipon to .the Cauſe, Covenant and 
Religion, co the: Kings perſon and Authority, to this Kirk and 
Kingdome, or to the Vnion betwexe the Kingdoms, - 


—_ 


= 


J -* : þ * 


thoughts, 


(nn). 


| Pdabugh 22. ds. 1648. pk #3 


To theRi } oht. Honorable the Eſtates of 


Par I A The humble Defires of the | 
 Commilioners of theGeneral aſſembly, PEP 


FE Herezs we were deſired to-appoint a conference ch k ſorhe 
ef your Lordſhips which did go on towards an agreemeht, 


ny it Was obſtrued by. a Vote of Parliament of the 16, of this: in- 


ſtant;. And having dicady ſhown by our.Papers of the 17, and 20; 
the reaſons of our not proceeding in that conference, and that the 


cauſe was not in.us.: We do now as the ſervants of Teſis Chriſt, for 


our own exoneration, for Preventing of miſtakes, and for a cleare 
underſtanding between your Lordſhips and vs, repreſent theſe our 
humble defires which we recommend. to Four Locdſhips ſerious | 


L 


That the grounds-and cauſes of - undertaking a Warre may be 
cleared to. be .ſo-juſt, as that all, who are well affeted may be fatisfi- 
edin the lawfulneſſe and neceſſity of the engagement, and rhat no- 
thing be acted.in reference to a Warre, before the lawtalneſſe: of 


the Warre and ſears of the lk be 2grced _ ET 


. 


OO IT. 


Thar as the kieadkey of hs Covenant by the prevalent party of 
Seciries are evident, ſo we deſire and hope, that according to. the 
Treaty it may be condiſcended upon,and declared by the-parliment, 
what ate thoſe breaches of Peace,which they take 4 be a. ground of ; 
Wks and that Sara thereof wad be Tough wg 


Thar there may | beno o ſuch quarrel.or ed of the Waras may = 


- break the Union between the Kingdomes,. or may diſcourage or 


diſoblige the Presbyterian party in England who continue firme in 
aHErINg tothe Leagueand. Covenant. 
| S Iv. That* 
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"That iftlie Popiſh, Prelaticall,. or -Malignint party ſhall again 
riſe in Armes, this Nation and their Armies. may be. 


oppoſe them. and endeavour to ſupprefſe them, as enimies to 
_ this Cauſe and Covenant on the one. hand, - a: well-as Seftaries on 
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Confeſſion of Faith in all-bis.Majeſties Dominions, and that 'his 
Majei'y ſhall never make oppoſition to any of theſe, or endeavour 
any change thereof; And that this ſecurity be hadftom/his Majelly | 
before his Reſtitution to the exerciſe of his Royallpogwer; Whi 

defire we propone for no-other end,but becauſe me. cannot ſec hows 
Religion, which hath been, and we truſt {ball be, the principal -end; 
of all the undertakings of this Nation;can beotherwiſe ſecured, but 
that withoutthis fecurity, it hallbelpke.in very greathazard. .. 


- 
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 Thatfor the ſame endof ſecuring Religion (which is, profeſ-; 
{ed +0 bgthe principall cauſe of engagement), and. for-ſecuring dl 
other ends of theC Lene, fuck pions only may be :intruſted by: 
your Lordſhips 'to be of you: Committees! and Armies, 7as-have: 
given conſtant. proofe of, their: integrity and- faithfulneſſe- in this 
Cauſe; and againſt whom there is no juſt cauſe of exception; or 5eas: 
laufie;That fo we may the more-contidently.encourage our Flocks; 
and Congregations tofollgw the Caufe of God in their hands ,. and: 
not to;doubt of: the fidelity of thoſe whoſhall be entruſted: by, your: 


-—. 
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 Joyning or afſpciating with them, that one the contrary they may. 
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' That there 'may be no. engag agemert wichout a Jolemn Oath, 

| ewherein the Church may have 
theSolerine Lavgae and Covenine, the Gy being the ſame, © * 


the ſame intereſt which rhey- had bo 
All which defies bring dnely poncſered by.y our Lordſhips In a 
- _  equallbalance, will we oft be found juſt ie neceſſary, and do 


nor doubr bur farisfaQtion from your Lordfhips therein may be 


= gs a meanes, for facHlicating the fiate- of the 
| ion, and fot uniting this Nation ib an unanimous emder= 
—clloriac ch duties, as are requiſite for. the Reformation and. 


- defence of Religion, the Honour and Happine ſeof che King, the 
 Fexceauieyoien Riaglowes, , 520” WER 
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 Edink 27 Marth, 1648, 


| ofthe Commiſſioners of the General Aſſem- 
by repreſerited by as ro the Parliament. 


T He- EſtatesofVarliament now conveened i in this firſt: Seſſion of 


Yrictiniall Partiametir, having conſidered the defires- 
repreſented to. 


ofthe Cotminiſſioners of the Generall Aſſembly, 


them. 'They' after full debate and bonfideration concerning the 
ſame for anſwer to the firſt defi 


7, Declaresthat the groumds 2 and -eniſes of nadertaki 
ſhall becleared to beſo juſt, as that all who are well affeted may 
be fariefied inithe lawfulnefle [2nd neceffity of the engagement. 
Anddeclures tharrdty will be. very carefull, that nothing be aRed 


in referenceito a RY during the conference, and uncill the ſame. 


The Eſtares of Partia- 
ment thinks fit, that the breathes of the Covenant and. Treaties be 


bo reported torhe'Pitliament, - CEE 
K Item, For anſwerts the ſecond defire.- 


preſcavee, _ the ſcrking of Reparation, 'and the beſt timean@ 
jepreſcres, And te ferking appOi hes the Committee of twenty 
foure,or luch oftheir namber-as chey-ſhall appoint ro do the fame.” 


F Rem,For aniwer to the third defire,The ſaid Eſtazes of Partiz- 


| | ment 
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- of P arliament to the Deſi ires 


ng of was, 


<; 
ment declares, that this Kingdome will be fo farre from making 
warre againſt the Kingdome of England, . That any engagement: 

they ſhall enterinto, ſhall be for Irenghening the union berwixt, - 
the Kin domes, And for encouraging the Presbyterians and welk. 
 affeed in England. : 

A Item, For anſwerto the fourth defire The Eſtates of Parliament. 
agrees tothe ſubſtance and matter of this fourth dalire. . And re-. 

mits to theſe who-are to be vpon the conference for ſtating the. 

1 queſtion, . to explaine the ſame. 
l 5. Item, To the fift defire; The Eſtates of Parliament for. anſwer: 
| | to this deſire, declares, That. upon the AgreemEAt On the haill. 
. matter and ſtate of the queſtion, they will declare his Majeſties con- 
ceſſions, concerning Religion norto be ſatisfaRory. 

6. Items, to the fixt defire, The Eſtates of Parliament for ver 
to this, declares. That ſince Religion hath been, [and the cruſt c- 
ver ſhall bethe principali end of alfche underrakings of EO = 
T- dome, So they will be carefull thatthe preſent queſtion tobe ſta- 
"—p ted, ſhall containe ſecurity and afturance-to be had from his Maje- 
ſy, be his ſolemne oath v2; fo his hand and ſcale. That he ſhall for 


y 


himſclfe and tus Succeſlors, . b his.Royall conſent to pale acts of. 
Parliament, enjoyning the League ah Covenant, eſtabliſhing Pres- 
byrerian Government, the DireQary of worſhip, and Conf ion of 


: Frith in all his Majeltics Deacons. and that his Majeltie ſhall ne-- 
ver make any oppoſition to any of theſe, nor 7 50ne. emp change 
thereof. And as to that claille, viz. That this ſceuriny be had from. 
his Majeſtie beforc his reſtiution to the exerciſe of his Royall pow-- 

cs. The Eftates of Parliament remits. this to-theſe on hn confe-. 
rence, And-who fhall be appointed for drawing - up the ſtare ofthe: 
aueſtion, To find out fome more. ſmoothkexpreſſion in Place There. | 

of, - wich the hike ſecurity to Religi —_ 77; 

- 9.. Jrem, to the: runs Fag's ang The: fard: ſtares of Pacliument: 
declares that they will be carefull that. nonethall be employed i itt 
the command of thetr Armics, nor in their Commitcees,.. But ſuch as- 
-are.of known integrity and affection co-the cauſe;and. againſt whom: 
there 1s no jult caule of exception... - 

Firms, To the eighth-Accicle or Deſire, The Eftates-of: Parliament- 

—_— declares, Thatto the grounds. of their engagement and ugdentak-. 

_—- Qath ſhalt be ſubjoyned whereia- both in - the framing of ir. 

—_ the Church (ball have their due-intereſt,. And the: 
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OR. 3 | 
| Eſtes of Palliament defires the Commiſſion of the Church , To 


ap] oint ſome of their number to meet with ſuch'of that: Committee | 
Parliament of 24. As ffiall be appointed by the ſame Committee” 


forthe conference andſtaring. of the queſtion, for .agreeing-upon- 
_ the grounds of an engagement, and drawing up fach a ſtate: of a- 


cucſſion 4a5-may unite this Nation in an manimous undertaking of 
ſuch duties as are requiſite for'the Reformationand defence of Re- 
ligion, the ſafety, honour and happineſſe of-the King and his poſte- 
rity. and the good of this Kingdome: Extrat? forth out of the Books 
of Parliament, By me Sir Alexander G ib[on- of Durie Knight,Clerk 
of hu Majeſties Regiſters Conncel and Rolls under my. h, _ and ow” 
ſeription Manuel, | 
Hoke On © fer re Regiſt, 
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Edinburgh. 29.  Martii 1648. 


 Atamble Repreſentation« of the ſenſe of D 


- the. Commiſſioners of the General Aſſem- 


. Tothe Honourable Eſtates of Parli. © 
os upon theit L,>;Anfwertotheei oft D efires F.. n-0 
=  --— lacly preſeiitedo their Lordthips.” | 


iy # » 
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FRO received yeſterday the: Anſwer of: thisHonourdble Þ 
K k-tates of Parliament to our lateNefires preſented to their ou 
ſbips upon.theg2. of this inſtant.;: We did.immediately-take. to our 
conſideration the particular anſwers: givew thereuntds, . And. now 
withous any longer.delay do humbly Rcenes to: their Honours.our 
ſenſe of the Particylars./ . -: : -: TE EE 
-1,,: A$st0 the Anſwer-of the firſt Defire.; we. conceive thar not-; 
withſtanding any thing expreſſed in your Lordſhips. Anſwer. there: 
may beanaQing in reference to'a warre before the lawfulnefle of 
the Watre andthe ſtate of the queſtion beagreed upon; Which isthe 
very thing we did defire to beayoided.:. -:...:. 
.;24" Jn the Anſwer to ourſecond Defire,we ache fide any Pri = 
ches of Peace: between the Kingdomes which may be. a ground. of 
7 ror | | | war, 
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war, condeſcended upon, nor any ) fttee fefolartcn of the Parſia- 
ment to ieek regaration thereof according to the Treaties, yet both 
theſe were deli by =_ EEE IS DE 
 _ 3. In the anſwer to the third defire, inſtead of that clauſe of the. 
delire, The Presbyterian party in England, who continue firme in adhering to © 
the League and Covenant , we finde this change of expreſhon in the 
Anſwer, The Presbyterians and weli-affecied in England ; which as the 
words ſtand may intimate and ſuppoſe , that there are ſome-well- 
affeted in England, which are not of the Presdyterian party, nor do 
adhere to the League and Covenant. | DN 


. 


4. Our fourth delire for not joyning or affociating what the Po« 
- piſh, Prelaticall or malignant party , if they ſhall againeriſe in 
Armes, and that it may be endeavoured to ſupprefle them as ene- 
mies to the cauſe and Covenant on the one hand , as well as SeQa- 
ries upon the other; being ſo juſt in it ſelfe, ſo conſonant to the 
former principles and profeſſions of this Kirke and Kingdome,ſinee 
their firſt engagement in this cauſe; and being alſo as cleare both 
In the matter and expreſſion, as the Covenant, Treaties , and De- 
clarations of both Kingdomes, we cannot conceive wherein it needs 
explanation, or what doubt or ſcruple can be made concerning it as 
it ſtands, unleſſe there be now ſome more favourable and friendly 
intentions towards the malignant party then fermerly, which wee 
pray the Lord to avert : Andalthough it is too maniteſt that ſome. 
plead for Malignants, as if they were to be joyned with as friends, 
rather then avoided as enemies to the cauſe (whereof we have ſpo« 
ken more fully in our late Declaration) yet we truſt that any ſucle 
_ defigne is and ſhall be far from the thoughts and intentions of the. 
Honourable Court of Parliament, _ © Is Ho 
5.T ouching the.5 Delire,as yourLord(hips anſwer ſcems to ſuppriſe 
his Maie.late conceTions concerningReligion,not to be ſatisfaCtory, 
{o theſe conceſſions being ſo prejudicial ro the cauſe &Covenant;zWe: 
wiſh your -Lordfhips had been pleafed to declare againſt them both 
poſitively without any condition, andpreſent[y without any delay, 
6, In the anſwer to the fixt deſire, as thereis much ſaid in the firſt 
part forfecurity of Religion. to be had from his Majeſty , ſo that 
clauſe,'viz. That this ſecurity be had from bis Majeſty before bis reſtirution te 
the exerciſe of bis riyall power,not being agreed to by yourLordfhips,but 
rather laid aſide untill ſome ſmoother expreſſions be found out; We 


. areleft unſatisfied in that which is the maine .of that defire, and 


of your 


| Lords 


cannot be aſſured of any ſecurity expreſles in the fiſt part 


Fg 


. / | 


Lordfhips anſwer. If your Lordibips 2 been pleaſed to condeſcend 
upon another expreſſion containing as goodandgg reall ſecurity 
tor Religion; "wee ſhould have acquieiſed therein. without ſtick- 
ing upon words; but there being no ether expreſſion yet condeſcen- 


ded upon, and that clauſe of ours (without which the whole defire 


is left uncertain) laid afide for the preſent ; We cannat finde our 
(elves therein ſatisfied as-yet. ELIE 
7. Theanſwer to the ſeventh Deſire, concerning ſuch as are to be 
truſtedin Armies, and Committees, doth omit ſome of the qualifi- 
cations expreſſed in our Defire, viz. Such as have given conſtaut proofe 
of their integrity and faitbſuln eſſe in this cauſe , and-againſt whom there is ng 
Juſt cauſe of jealouſie , that ſo we may the more confidently encourage our flockes 
to *follow t he cauſe of God in their hands , and not to doubt of their fidelity ; 
Which qualifications being contained in our Deſire, and omitted 
in your Lordihipe Anſwer; We are not without feares that this 0- 
miſſion may be made uſe of by fome, as if your Lordſhips had net 
meant to agree fully xo that deſire, and fo take occaſion to deale for 


employing and entruſting ach in the Committees and Armies, as 


may be juſtly excluded by the qualifications contained in our ſaid 
Defire. Ss ; 


. In the anſwer to the laſt Deſire, in ſtead of that cleare expreſſion. 


uſed by ns , namely, That the Kirke may have the ſame intereſt in any 
oath.for a nem engagement which they bad in the ſolemne League and Cyvc- 
nant; We finde this doubtfull and uncertaine expreflion , The 


due unto them. 


-arenot ſatisfied by your Lordſhips Anſwer : . And withoat cleare 


fatisfaCtion in theſe defires , We tinde it not ſafe to appoint a con- 
ference for agreeing upon the ſtate of a queſtion for War: yet if your 


Lordfhips had defired, or doe defire further conference with ſome 
_ of our number for fatisfation of our above mentioned Defires, Wee 


_ ſhould have yeelded, and yet ſhall willingly yeeld thereunto. And 


_ as the prefent want of ſatisfaftion in theſe Deſires doth retard and 


s ww to d a ye * 


| fothefaiddefires, may be a happy and «ffeQuall meancs for facili- 


— ating 
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Kirke feall have their due intereſts. Which difference of your Lordfhips 
expreſſion from ours, may alſo be interpreted by ſomezas if the Kirk 
had aſlumed mere intereſt in the League and Covenant, than was | 


Unto theſe, and the like conſiderations, Wee humbly conceive 
that onr Defires, unto which weſtill adhere as juſt and'neceflary,. 


— hinder our proceedings:towards an agreement upon the ſtate of a 
 %, queſtion; ſo we are ſtill confident that a reall :nd cleare ſatisfation 


* 


tating:the ſtate of the queſtion { oy for uniting this Nation in m 
_ unanimous undertaking of ſuch duties, as arc requiſite for the re« - 
formation and defence of Religion', the fafety , honour, and 
happineſſe of the King and his poſterity; and the good, 'peace, and 
ſafety of the Kingdomes. \ Re IN 


*. wv e 
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A Paper from the Parliament of the 29 
March, 1648. 


At Edinburgh the 29 day of March,the yeare of God 1648 yeares; | 


- 
\ 


Hereas the Commiſhoners of the Church have this day exhi- 
VV bited to theParliament one paper intituled an humble repre- 
ſentation of the ſenſe of theCommiſſioners of the GeneralAſſembly; 
To the honourable Eftates of Parliament upon their Lordſhips an- 
{wer to the eight Deſires lately preſented to their Lordſ{hips:And the 
ſame being read in audience of the Eftates of Parliament, They or- 
dain the formerCommittee of 24 to confer with the Commiſſioners 
of theChurch,or any whom they ſhall appoint upon the papers exhi- 
bited by the Church, and anſwers given thereto by the Parliament, 
and -appointed them to debate thereupon,and for removing all diffe- 
rences, and alſo upon the ftate of the queſtion and whole matter”: 
And ordaines this to be communicated to the Commiſſioners of the 
Church in anſwer to the paper exhibited by them to the Parliament: 
this day. And defires that the Commiſſioners of the Kirke, or thoſe 
whom they ſhall appoint may come authorized with. the like power 
to confer, Extra, ; 


ALEX. GIBSON, Cler. Regiftri. 


| The Anſwer of the Commiſſioners of the _ 
Generall Aſſembly , Zdin.pennlt. Mar.164% 


T HE Commiſſioners of the Generall Afembly, having this day 


received a power from the Honourable Eſtates of Parliament, 
defiring 4 conference upon our late Defires , and the Parliaments \ 
anſwer given thereunto, and alſo upon the ſtate of the queſtion,and — 
whole matter, doe humbly returne this Anſwer: © 70 
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renceupon the eight Deſires lately preſentedto your Lordſhips,and 


"upon the unſatisfaorinefſe of your Lord'hips anſwer thereunto : 


And if your Lord{hips ſhall yet be pleaſed to give reall and cleare 


\ atisfation to our ſaid deſires, We ſhall immediately thereupon 


appoint ſome of our number to confer with-a Committee of Parli- 


_ amentupon the ſtate of the queſtion. This inliſting upon ſatisfaction 


to our detires, before we appoint a conterence upon the ſtate of the 


queſtion, doth not proceed from any peremptorineſle about words, 


or things of ſmal] moment, nor from any partiality, or ſelfe inte- 
reſt, nor from any inclination to ſtretch our ſclves beyond our line, 
nor from intention to obſtrut any lawfull endeavonrs , either for 


 Monarchicall government in the Kings Majeſty and his poſterity,or 


for preferring oppohivg and ſuppreſſing of 5eftaries:Our record is in 
heaven,we abhor and deteſt all ſuch wayes : But our reall purpeſe is 


to keepour ſelves ſo free,that in an implicit way we conſent not to, 
' nor concur in ſtating of a queſtion of War, before we ſee the lafety 


and ſecurity of Religion ſufficiently provided for, being tender of 


the great truſt committed to us, as the ſervants of eſs Chrif, and- 

officers of his Kingdom, for preſerving the precious Jewell of Re-. 
gion, which ought to be as well to your Lordſhips as to us, above 

. all worldly intereſts, 


A KER;. 


The Article of the Demands which is ts be communicated 


to the Commiſsioners of the Charch, viz, 


T' AT aneffetuall courſe be taken by the Houſes for en joyn- 
A&A ing the Covenant to be taken by all the Subjedts of the Crowne 
of-England conforme to the firſt Article of the Treaty, and conform 


to the Declaration of both Kingdomes in anno 164.3; By which all 


who would not take the Covenant, were declared to be publicke 
encmies to Religion and the Countrey : And that they areto be 
cenſured and puniſhed as profeſſed Adverſaries and Malignants : 
And that reformation of , and uniformity in Religion., be ſettle 
according to the Covenant; That as the Houfes of Parliamenthavg 
agreed to the Direfory of wor{hip, ſo they would take a.reall 
courſe for the pratiiing thereof by all the Sub'e&s of England and 


C 


Treland. That the Confeſſhon of Faith tranſmitted from the Aﬀem- 
bly of Divines at Feſtminfterto.rhe Houſes be approved. And that 


 Pres- 


Ie Wo. 2, 
P.eobyteriall covernment with a ſubordination of the lowes Af 
i:mblies to ae higher, , be ſetled, and tully eſtabliſhed in England 
anc [reland : And that effeftuall courſe be taken for ſuppreſiing and © 
extirpating all Hereſies and Schiſtnes, particularly Socinianiſme, 

Ar ninianiſme, Arrianiſme, Anabaptiſme, Antinomianiſme, Erra« 
4 faniſme, Familiſme, Browniſme, and Independeney; and tor per- 

| fe&ing what.is yet further to be done, for extirpating Popery and 

© Prelacy; and ſupprefling che praftice of the Service-book, common- 
ly called the Book of Engliſh Common-prayer, © 

VET. TS. 2: | 
| This Article read and agreed to,by the Eftates of Parliament, is 
thought ficting to bee demanded of -the. Parliament of England : 
And the Eſtates appuints the ſeventh Article to be communicate to 
the Commiſſioners of the Kirk;that they may return'their thoughts 
thereupon, either for addition-or alteration,which the Parliament 

will take to their confideration. And the Eftates appoints the L 5rd 
= Balmerineth, Lord Huniby,and Archbald Sydſerſe,to acquaint the Com- 
millioners of the Church therewith. Extraied forth of the Records of 

1— . Parliament, and Articles of breaches of the Covenant and Treaties, and de- 

wands. for reparation thereof, reſpetive ty me, Sir Alex.Gi ſon of Dare;zevc, 
I _* Alex GiblonCler, Regiſt, 


* © FEdinb:15 Aprilis, 1648. 
The humble returne of the Commiſſioners of the Generall Aſſembly unto that 
'-  Atticleof the Demands concerning Religion, and the Covenant, &c. 


communicated unte them by the Honourable Eftates of Parliament, - 


' K S there is nothing which the Kirke of Scotland now for along 
_ Atime hath more earneſtly wiſhed, and ſeriouſly tudyed', then 
the ({ettling of Religion, and carrying on of the worke of unifor- 
mity. in all the three Kingdomes; ſo it is ſtill our delire that your 
Lord{hips ſhould ſincerely and really endeavonr the fame in all fair 
and lawfull wayes both. with the King and Parliament of England 
- according to the League and Covenant. - A3 to the Article cemmu- 
nicated anto us, we ſhall not ſearch after the caute why your Lords 
ſhips have changed che way formerly nſed of ſending Propoſitions 
to his Ma eſtie, without whoſe confidence your Lordſhips will eaſt- 
Iyacknowledge, chat the - Parliament of England cannot render the 
particulars contained in the demand effe&uall tor ſecuring of Reli- 
gion, Neither ſhall we infilt upon, the prejudice, that PRE 
3. ; os 


—— | 
Ee BE ee Ee TIC API _—_ 


DE CR SOS Re (22) OY 
ofthe taking of reſolutions in that which concernesRelipion with. 


vut the advice and conſent of the Kirke, may-bring to the intereſt 


- and-liberty thereof. But conceiving that wee have juſt reaſon to 
| lookeupon the demand as intended to be a ground of warre, in caſe 
the Sea-men fhall be refuſed by the Parliament of Englazd, we:can- 
Not returne our thoughts thereupon, untill your Lord(hips ſhall be 


pleaſcd to give us a ſatisfatory anſwer to our eight defires;formerly 


 propounded to.your Lordſhips, and untill you ſhall be pleaſed alſo 
to acquaint us with theArticles'of the breaches. of theCovenant and 
Treaties, and-other demands, for reparation thereof, mentioned in 
the paper {ent to us:that ſo we may not only know that no other of 
the demands doe crofle this, or tend to the hinderance of the work 
of Reformation, but alſo that we may be ſatisfied in our conſcien- 
ces upon the whole matter, and be affured that all things are ſo or- 
dered, and'reſolved, as may indeed contribute for eſtabliſhing the 
Covenant,and ſettling ofReformation of,and Uniformitie in Reli- 
gion, and attaining all things expreſſed in your Lordſhips demands 
communicated tous, In the meane while ſeeing your Lord(hips do 
profefle that the Cauſe is the ſame, and the cheit ground of the un- 
dertaking is for Religion; Wee defire your Lordſhips ſeriouſly in 
your conſciences to ponder, how yee can make the refuſall of this 
demand a cauſe of warre againſt the Parliament of England, with 
whom this nation was lately ingaged in a warre in defence of 
the League and Covenant, and ends thereof, when the King was in 
armes againſt both, and yet ingage in a warre for the King, while 
 keſtill refuſes to ſettle Religion and injoyn the Covenant, and will 


Arbitrary, as is evident from his late conceſſions; Or how your 
Lordſhips can propound any ſuch demand unto others whilft your 
ſelves have not declared the Kings concefſions ſo much as unſatisfa- 
Qory, ſeeing theſe concefſions are diftruftive to moſt of the particu- 
lars contained in your Lordſhips demands, - 
Es ho * - He Ker. . 
MCAFEE  Edinb. 18 April, 1648. - 
T6 the Right honourable, and High, Court of Parliament , The bumble Peti- 
- tion, of the Commiſſioners of the General Aſſembly, 
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come no further at the nttermoſt, then to leave the Sea-men 


TY Eligion being of all things the moſt excellent, as it hath been 
L \ the principall end of all the indeayours and undertakings of 


this 


Y, 
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this Nation, fo itis the main ſabje& of our thoughts and tares; and* 


we truſt is moſt in the hearts of all the faichfull Miniſters and godly 
people throughout the Land, as ſeveral of their ſupplications un» 
to yourLordſhips «o make evident, It. was from the tender regard we 
had of this {o precious a jewell, that we did emit a Declaration con- 


cerning preſent dangers,and duties; And itwas alſo from our reſpe& 
thereunto,perceiving your Lordſh. inclined to an ingagement,from 


which wee neither were then, nor now ate averſe (being firſt ſatis= 


fied in the grounds of the undertaking,andin the way of the manag- 


ing of the ſame )that we did afterwards prepound ſome humble de- 
fires unto your Lordſhips, containing things neceſſary for a right 


undertaking for,and ſecuring of 60. evi rage g the Vnion 


between the Kingdomes : But after long attendance, and moſt earn- 
eſt expeation, having received no ſatisfaftion from your Lordſhips 
in theſe our defires ; and concetving Bat your LOrcmies refolutions 
are towards an ingagement in a warre, We doe from no other prin- 


ciple and intention, then the love of the truth, and the diſcharge of 


the traſt committed unto us, as the ſervants of the living God, and 
his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the quicke and the dead; in- 
treate and obteſt your Lord(hips, that as you doe profefle that any 
undertakings which yee now are, or ſhall bee neceffitated unto, 
ſhalbonely be for ſettling Religion, Truth and peace under His Ma- 
jeſties Government, So tor convinceing our conſciences and all the 
faithfull Miniſters and people of God in both Kingdomes, of the 


integrity of your intentions, that your Lordſhips will be pleaſed to 


give us ſatisfaCtion, in alltheſe our former juſt and neceſſary defires, 


and that for the aid end,yourLordſhips wil make it appear that you 


meane to be far from intereſſing your ſelves in any thing, that may 


put in His Majeſties hands ſuch power as may not onely bring the 


by-gon proceedings of both Kingdomes in the League and Cove- 


nant in queſtion, but alſo for the time to. come make void all the 


authority of Parliaments, though procceding never ſo rightly in re- 


ference to Religion, and Liberties of the Kingdoms ; And that. your 


Lordſhips will be pleaſed to make it manifeſt, that you will be ſo 
farre from aflociating with, or giving truft and countenance to any 
. within the three Kingdoms, who do not ſwear and ſubſcribe the So- 


lemne League and Covenant, That on the contrary your Lord{hips - 


will hold themall for profeſſed Adverſaries, and Malignants, and: 
indeavour to ſupprelle them if they riſe in Armes 3 Which we think: 


WCE.: 
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we may with the greater reaſon and confidence expe& from your - 
| Lordfhips,becauſe yee haye reſolved to demand of the Parliament of 
England, that an effeQtuall courſe be taken by the Houſes for inioyn- 


ang the : Corenant to be taken by all the Subjef&s of the.Crowne of 
Expland, Conforme to the firſt Article of the Treaty,&the Declarati- 
on of both Kingdomes in anns 1643, By which all who would not 


take the Covenant,were Declared to be publique enemies to Rel igl- 


on and the Countrie, and that they are tobe cenſured and puniſhed 


as-profefſed Advetlaries and Malignants ; And we truſt, that whilſt | 
- your Lordſhips require of them the performance of duties contained 


in the Treaties and Declaration, you willmake it appeare that you 


intend to do. nothing your ſelves Toy er thereanto, The obliga- 
p, 


tion therein bcing equall in regard of bot 


andthe performance a- 
! 


like conducing for Religion and the Cevenant. And we doe hamble-- 


Intreate that your honours will be pleaſed to make knownunto us 


your reſolutionsupon the whole matter,that we may ſee there is no- 


thing therein that may crofſe your Lordſhips demands con cerning 
Religion, and be inconſiſtent with the ſecurity thereof and our de- 
tire for the ſame : And that what ſhall bethought fitting to be de- 
manded of the Parliament of Englaud, concerning Religion, for 
rendering the ſame the more effe&ual), your Lord{hips will at the 
ſametime ſolicite His Ma'eſty for His-Royall affent thereunto, t!;at 
His Majeſty andall others may know , x ty what you intend on 
His behalte, is with a ſubordination to thoſe ends; And ſochis Ma- 


Jeſty may be induced to remove al obſtruions on his pa-t,that hin- 


der the ſettling of Religion,and his Majefties Government. Ai.d be= 
ing defirous that all meanes bee hr afſaid which may prevent the 
effuſion of mere Chriſtian blood, ſo farre as is poſſible, Therefore 


as rates it of peace,. we doe ſupplicate that your Lordſhips 
will take ſuch courſe for ſeeking reparation from the Parliament 


of England, as. may bee moſt probable-in reaſon to obtaine the 
 ſarne in a peaceable way. And finally wee expc& that your Lord- 
ſhips will do nothing that may ſt:engthen the Popiſh, Prelaticall, 


or Malignant party, who are waiting for their day, or that may 


diſcourage or weaken the Presbyterian party in England, or render 
your wayes ſuſpitions unto them 3 but that your T ord{hips will im=. 
ploy all the power which God bath put in your hand for advance- 
ing his konour, and the Kingdome of his Sonne. Many of your - + 
Lordfhips have been inftcumentall in as glorious a worke of refor- ' | 
Ns To _ mati-* 
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._  mationagany agehath PT all of you havebeen witneſs ther=' 
to, and If any thing ſhall proceed from you for weakening. or de- 
feating thereof, as it will bee matter of high provocation againſt 


the Lord, ſo doubtlefle it wil be trouble to your ſonles in your lat= 
ter end, and meet you in the day of your accounts. And if your 


Lord(hips ſhall refufe to hearken to this our humble ſupplication ; 


we take God to record that we have exonoured our ſelves as in his 
fight, and that we, and the Kirk of Scotland whole truſt we diſcharge 


in thepublique affaires thereof, are free of all that guilt that ſhall 


follow upon any undertakings or reſolutions, tending to the preju- 


dice of Religion, the honour and happines of the King,and the\unt- < - 


on and peace of the Kingdoms. But we deſire to perfwade oar ſelves 


better things of your Lorſhips, and that you will giveus fuch ſa- 


tisfa&tion as may incourage us to bear reall teſtimony of your.Lord- 
ſhips, that ye intend the ſettling of Religion, and the carrying on 


ofall things in ſuch a way, as may contribute for the ſecuring of 


the ſame, A. Ker. 
The diſſent and proteſtation of ſome Members of Parliament againſt theie 
Lordſbips proceeding to a determination in the Declaration concern= © 

T ing the breaches, and demauds, ec. | 


; \ T Hereas the draught of a Declaratian hath now beene read 


ligion and the demands to bee made for remedy and reparation 
thereof, the dangers to Religion, and the duties whereunto we are 


@blieged by Covenant for Reformation and Uniformicy in Religi- 
On, and the ſecurity-to be had for eſtabliſhing the ſame, upon which 


is principally founded : And whereas we have ear- 
neſtly defired and inſiſted. 
to any determination concerning the faid Declaration before the 
Commitſhoners of the Generall Aſſembly be firſt conſulted therein, 


. grounds a warre is p 


We do hereby enter our difſent, from proceeding tv the determina- 


tion of matters ſo highly concerning Religion, without the ad- 


concerning the breaches of the Covenant,in matters of Re= _ 


That there may bee no proceeding 


vice and concurrence of the Kirke, as a preparative of moſt danges - 
rous conſequence to Religion, and deſtruftive to the liberties of the 


Church,as.contrary to the National & Solemn League & Covenant, 
_. andtothe known lawes and conſtant praftices of this Kingdome 3 
| And we do proteit that-we may not be included in any ſuch vote or 


HH reſolution,but may be free of al the guiltines, confufions diſtraftions eh 
| - and evill whatſoever that may follow thereupon to Religion, the 
kk Kinggthis Kirk andKingdom, And the union betwixc the — 
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"3 ake into C0 n:ideration the papers 


"Fat the Parliament ought to tak 
. already preſented by the Kirke, and adviſe with them concern - 


Ing the draught of the Declaration, before they approve the ſame, 


for the Reatons following : 


=y 


I. The chiete ſub'e&ot the Declaration , is concerning the brea- 
ches of the.Covenant in matcers of Religion, and the demands. to 


| be wade for remedy and reparation thereot,the dangers ofReligion, 


with the duties whereunto we are oblieged by Covenant, for Refor- 
mation and uniformiry.-in Religion, andthe ſecurity to be had for 
the eſtabliſhment of the ſame : And ſo much the more the Kirke js 


- xo beconſulted therein, that upon theſe grounds chieJy, a warre 
hs founded, concerning the lawfalnefle whereof, the advice of the 


Kirke ought to bee raken, thegrounds being taken principally 
From the intereſt of Covenant and Religion. 
2.1t is acknowledged and declared,by the Laws.of the Kingdome 
In feverall As of Parliament ,” that the Aﬀemblics of this Kirke, 
are the competent and proper Judges, againſtall matters Ecclefi- 


_aflicall * And-when there were greateſt controverites in matters of 


Religion betwixt his Ma'eſty and this Kingdome ; that which was 
earneſtly ſought for,3s the proper 1nd only mean to put an end to all 
differences touching matters of Religion,and afſcnted to by hisMa- 
Zelty in.a ſolemne agreement, was, thar all queſtions about Religi- 
on, and matters Eccleltaſticall, be determined by the Aﬀemblies of 
the Kirke, as matters Civill by the Parliament ; which -exprefle 
words are ſet down in the 4 and 38 ACts of Parliament, 1640. and: 
by many As of Parliament, it is particular'y-acxnowledged, chat: 


- In matters of Religian, the antecedent indgement is the. Kirke, and 


the conſequent judgement or Civill fantion, is the States, as in the 
Kings oath of Coronation,and the fir:t att 1592. an:nt the liberties 
" of the Kirke, inſerted in our Nationall Covenant, and repeated in 


commnnicate the Declaration to the Kirke, before they reſolve up- 
on ic:m-ng themſelves. _ 


= . 


= 


_ 3. All our Sopplications,Remonftrancee,Neclaratiorvs.?roteſta« 
tions, \ts of Afſembly and Parliament, and onr defen :ve Armes, 


. Imam: 1535,,and 1640, were net-onely againſt rhe Innovations 
th-nargdd, in the bock of Canons, Service book &c. for the evill. 


matter therein contained + bunt alſo againſt the d:nnzerons manner 


_ of introducing the ſame, without che advice andconſent ot _ 


the a& reſcifſcry 1645, which evinceth that the Parliament ſhould 
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 Aﬀemblics (of the Kirke , FW £1 es 'of the Kingdom: ** «I 
4. Our National Covenant, and out Solemne Lcague and Co: 
yenant were firſt drawne by the Kirke': And their interett interpre= 
tation thereot , eſpecially ſo iar as CONCeFnes Religion, was never 
hitherto denyed : but by the conflant pradtice of, this Kingdome, 
the Alſemblies of the Kirke were alwayes conſulted; anent the dans 
gers thereunto, and the duties grounded therenpon, and touching 

any expedition. of 

3 SS VE f, 


, * 


the d: mands and ſecurity tor Religion , before 


Fl 
TIES. 


Declaration for War; offeniive or defenlive, ENS 
.:5. The Parliaments'afſuming: to themſelves the fole judging of 
the breaches of Covenants, demands for reparation,the dangers to, _ 
duties for, and ſecurity of R<ligion, is a rey os prepara- 
tive and deſtinRive to the liberties of the Kirkzfor ſybſcquint Parli- 
aments may according to this prefident,withuur the advice and'con< 
ſent of the Alſemblies of the Kirke, impoſe upon them new Confeſ> 
fions of Faith, formes of worſhip and Church government, and ſo 
_ Change the very ſubſtance and tundamentals of our Religion; like- 
wiſe.this preparative it: a Parliamenc of Scotland,will confirme ſich 
in their opinions and praftices, in the Parliament of England, who - 
maintaine the Erraſtian tenets; wheretore if extirpation of Erraſtt= 
| aniſme be intended in Enplaxd;as is profeſſed, it ſhouid not be'pratti- 
, 6. Even the Parliament of England would not ingage in the 
League and Covenant , untill they had firſt adviſed it with the Af- 
ſembly of Divines in point of conſcience, albeit that Aſſembly hath - 
no juriſdiftion; how mnch more ſhon!d we be cautious of ingaging CO 
in ſuck a buiinefſe, where there is a conſtituted ſettled Church, 
_ without their advice . © Cnr A To 
_ + 7. It werea manifetbreach both of our Nationall Covenant,and 
| of the Solemne League and Covenant to determine or approve of a 
= - buimefſels highly concerning Religion , without the advice and 
| concurrence of the General] Afembly; or their Commiſſioners, 
| ſceing by both Covenants we are plainly oblieged, topreſerve and 
 maintaine the dofrine, diſcipline,and guvernment of the Kirke, 
. which yet cannot be preſerved, but overthrowne by ſuch a Parlia- 
mentary determination and Declaration, concerning the Covenant: 


and Religion, without the advice and conſent of the Kirke, Neither m 
can we expett the blefling.of God upon our undertakings, if in trirs wy 
cauſe, wherein the honour and glory of God, and the good of Re-. . 
ligion is ſo highly concerned, we ſhould engage-without the advice wn 


and concurrence of. the faithfull-Minifters of this Kirke , whom 
God hath uſcd as maine-inftraments in the beginning:-andprogreſſe 
ofthe worke of Reformation .,  _ © - 


..;.-:.*. -- , Edinb.2e. April 1648: Gs mo 
Anſwers of the Parliament to the deſires gfven in to them by the Commiſſioners 
- of the Generall Afſembly, and to the papers given in by them upon the 12 
5," M018 apc of for mth - EEC 


He Eftates of Parliament having againetaken to, their confide- 
© 4. ration the defires given in to them by the Commiſſioners of the 
 Generall Aﬀembly : And having alſo conſidered the papers givers 
in by the ſaid Commilſhoners upon the 13 and 18 dayes of this: 
month , doe conceive that the Declaration of Parliament is a fall 
and ſatisfatory anſwer to the firſt eight Deſires. As-alfo to the o- 
ther two. papers in ſo. far as the ſame are concident with theſe de- 
fires : And. as to the other particulars of their two laſt papers, con- 
cerning the way and time of ſending Propoſitions to the King, - 
1. It is anſwered ,That the Parliament congeives the ſame way is 
' now taken that hath been formerly : And in regard the Parliament 
of- England, have laid aide theſe Propoſitions concerning Religion,. 
and the joynt intereſt of the Kingdome of Scotland, We are neceſſi- 
tated to make our firſt applications to them who muſt firſt agree and: | 
-condeſcend thereunto before his Majeſties afſent can be demanded : 
And that it evidently appeares by theDeclaration,that we really in- 
tend-to inlift for ſatisfation fromhis Majeſty in that that concernes. 
. Religionbeforee!l worldly things: And that ſo ſoon as his Majeſty 
g ſhall be inſuch a condition of freedome, honour, and ſafety, as his 
conceſſions may be effe&uall. And as to that prqudice alleadged in. 
the preparative of taking reſolutions in that which concernes Re> 
ligion , without advice and conſent of the Kirke, - . , - 
2. Itis anſwered, That: as we have never hitherto taken any- 
reſolutions in that which concerns Religion without advice of the 
- Kirke : Andſince, what is now-declared by the Parliament m'order 
to Religion, is not upon any new grounds, but in purſuance of. the- 
fame grounds contained in the Covenant, in the As of the Gene- 
rall Afembly and Ads of Parliament : And that in our demands 
01 g Religion, as the advice of the Commilſioners-of the Gee . 
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- concerning Religion, as the advice of the Co ftheG 
_nerall A embly hath been deſired ; ſo we ſhall never doe any thing 
that may. prejudice the juſt intereſt and liberty: of the Kicke of- 
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Andfor their defire to be ſatisfied in the whole matter, Te is an- 
ſwered , That it is cleareby the Declaration which containes the- 

_ grounds and reſolutions of the Parliament on the whole matter, 
Thatthere is nothing therein which doth crofle the demands con- 
cerning Religion, or is inconſiſtent with the ſecutity thereof. 

And farther, It is ordained that the Parliament having 2greed 
unto the Declaration, it be communicated to the Commiſſioners of 
the Generall Aſſembly before it be publiſhed ; and in matters that. 

* concernes Religion, that the Parliament will be ready to heare and 
conſider the advice of the Cammiſſioners of the Kirke. Extra@. out 
of the bookes of Parliament, by. Sir Alex Gibſon of Bury Knight, Clerk of . 

| bis Majeſties Regiſters, Councell and Rolls, ce. _ ER 


=  __  Edinb, 25. April 1628. - 
The bumble returne sf the. Commiſſioners of the General eAfſembly to the an= 

| {wer of the Honourable and high Coutt of- Parliament to our 8 Deſires, © 
: and. to our papers of the 13 and 18 of this Month, : 


<-> 


FF 7 Hereas your Lord{hips did communicate unto us yoar large 
VV Declaration, containing principally your Lord{hips refoJu- 
tions concerning dangers and.duties i. oe. to Religion, we wiſh 
your Lord(hips had beenſo tender of the liberty and dae intereſt of 
the Gen. Aſſembly & their Commiſſioners;as to have communicated- 
to us a bulines ſo highly concerning Religion before,notafter your: 
Eordſhips reſolutions taken therein;; And:that your Lordſhips had 
not given juſt cauſe to ſo many &ſo confiderable Members of Parli- 
ament,who have given moſtreall and conftantteftimony of their in- ; 
tegrity in this cauſe, to diflent pirate pr againft your Lord-. 
ſhips proceeding to determine a bulineſfe of this nature, without 
conſultation with us, and-our conſent had therein; For:.our parc, 
the traſt committed to us is ſo precious , that we may not hold our 
peace in{luch a caſe, but muſt freely profeſſe and' declare to your 
Lordſhips-, That this- A& being really a:taking from us to your 
ſelves, the antecedent judgement and determination of danger,sand 
duties,ſo highly concerning Religion in this preſent junQure: of 
affaires; the liberties -of the Kirke are ſo far prejudiced as couldnot- 
have entered into our hearts to expeRt; after ſo ſotemne obligations 
to preferve andynaintaine the Do&rine, Diſcipline, : and Govern- 
raent of che Kirke of Scotland ;* We therefore proteſt for thepreſer-- 
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your Lordhips hed taken no reſuJution thereupon. 


2 a 


vation of the Liberties of this Kirk according to the word of God, - 
Soul cm nUOveriantsy tornwa ;awes and Ladablecuſtomes of this Kirk 
. and Kingdoii e, and that rh's «& ot your Lordfhips be no Prepai a= 
,tive tor the future. F inaliy tha. ii {hall be yet free unto us,according 
to the dutics of Gur piace, and as there tha]l bee cauſe, to give our 


Judgen.ents in an Eccle::a icail way, of the materialls ot the ſaid 
Declaration, ſo tar as Religion is therein concerned, as freely as if 


& 


T helc things being premiſed, And deiiring y our Lordfhips to re- 


member what we did tormerly protefſe in our late petition, that we 
. Never were, nor now are averſe trom any Ingagement, being firſt 
ſatisfied in the grounds of undertaking, and in the way cf manag- F- 
_ ing the ſame, Wee * plant to make our humble retarne to your 


% 


.Lord(hips anſwer of the oth of this month to cur eight delires,and 
.Our papers of the 13th and 8ch of the ſame month. b 


W hereas your Lord'hips conceive that your Declaration commu- 


-nicated unto us, Is a tul and ſatisfactory anſwer to our eight deires, 
we muſt clearly profefle to your Lordſhips, that we can find no fach 
thing inthat Declaration as a ſatisfa&ion to our eight deiires, Put 
that we find diverſe things in it, which we humbly canceive to be 
very prejudiciall to theſe our deſires, and of very dangerous conſe- 
quence to the Cauſe of God and the Solemne League andCovenant. 
And for the particulars wee fhall exprefle our ſentie thereof ina di- - 
fſtin& paper as ſoon as we can put our thoughts in order, which we 
hope ſhall be very ſhortly. - 


As to our other two papers, give us leave to put your Lord(hips 
in mind of ſome particulars contained therein, which we obſerve 
not to be touched, much leſſe ſatisfied by your Lordfhips, either in 
your anſwer of the 2oth. Or in the Declaration, as namely, - 

- 1. In our paper of theT3th we defired your Lord(hips ſerioufly to 


ponepr kow you can make the refuſall of that demand concerning. 
eligion, a cauſe of warre againſt the Parli»ment of Enyland? with 


whom this Nation was lately ingaged in a warre for defence of the 
League and Covenant, and che end thereof, when the. King was in 


Armes againſt both : And yet ingage in a warrefor the King v hilft- 
he refuſeth co Elve ſatis*ation in th at which-concerns Religion and: 
the Covenant, and will come no further at the utmoſt;then to leave 


the ſame arbitrary: Shall the retaſall of oneand the ſame deiire, 


in- the Parliament of Englaxd be a cauſe of warre, and yet in the - 


King not ſo much as an irmpediment, to afliſtance, even whiltt wee 


have 


ER. i _ - -— | (31) | Y | me . 
have iuf cauſe to fearethat he will imploy his power again the 
Tt Towenmet Eo CEE le ene 
| an 2. Neiiher du we find any anſwer to that part of eur petition of © 


w 


\ / 


the 18th which concerneth his Ma efties negative voyce, there ex= 
| pref{cd under the name of ſuch power. as may not only bring the by- 
| gn proceedings of both Kingdomes in'the League and Covenant | 
- In quettion, þut alſo for the time to come, make void all the au= - 
thoricy of Parliaments though proceeding never ſo rightly in refer- 
| - _ence to Religiun,&liberties of the Kingdoms.which made us deire 
| © _ yourLordips might be far from: intereiiing your. ſelves in any. 
| thing thar may putſuch apower in his Majeſties hands, Find 
| _ _. 3. Wehavereceivedno anſwer to that part of the ſame petition, 
_- Whereinit was defired that it any within the three Kingdomes who 
- doe not ſwcare and {ubſcribe the Solemn League and Covenant,riſe - 
In Armes, your Lordihips will hold them all tor profeſſed Adverſa- * 
ries and Malignants, and indeavour to {upprefſe. them: 02. 
': 4. Norfind weany thing in your Lord:hips anſwer or Declarati- 
on, in reference to that clauſe vt our petition that your. Lord'hips- 


3 | Wo A : tn. 
{ = may letHis majefty andal others know that what you intend on his 
| behalfe,is with a ſubordination to Religion, and the ſecurity there- 


L Some particulars in theſe two papers your Lord hips are pleaſed. 
to make anſwer unto.And firt to that which we deſired concerning- 


|: applications tobe madeto the Kings Majcſty, as well as to the Par- . 
|. + liament of England,for ſatisfaftion in point of Reon , your Lord-- 
|  fſhipsanſ{wer, That the Parliament conceives the ſame way- is now. 


taken that hath been formerly, which we doe not urderſtand to be 
' ſo, net having knowne heretofore-ſuch a way, of ſending demands 
of this nature to the Parliament-of England, but that the Parliament 

of England were always deiired to concur with this Kingdom, in the- 
ſending of Propoſitions to his Ma'e-y,And whaiſoever the Houſes 
of Parliament have done in laying at1de diverſe of the Propolitions 
concerning Religion, formerly agreed upon by both Kingdomes, 
yet we concelve it is#ti]] rhe duty of this Kingdome, to in:;ſt with 

| His Majeſty upon their juit and Jaudable deſires, for ſettling the 
Reformationand uniformity of Religion according to the Cove- 
nantsfor the reaſons and ends exprefl{cd in our.petition: And ſo-much : 
the rather becauſe after ſo many unſatisfafory anſwers and meſa» 

_ _ gesfromhis Majeſty, we doe not expett a right und:rſtanding-be-- 
' tween His Majeſty and his people, till ſomewhat. proceeds.from him 
Es ann mn towards: 
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towards a cleare ſatisfaftion of the jaſt defares of his people 5 


© 


and eſpecially in point of Religion. __ And although his 
| Majefty bee not preſently in that condition , as-thart hee may 
make a perfect ſettlement of Religion, yet wee know not why 
even inthe condition henow is in, there may not be applications 
| madeto him, for obtaining from him ſecurity, and affurance for 


the ſettling of Religion according to the Covenant. And whereas 
your Lord{hips by that which followeth in your anſwer, let us 


know that you ſuſpend your inſiſting for ſatistation from his Ma- 
jeſty. in Religion, till hee ſhall bee in ſach a condition of freedom, 
honour, and ſafety, as bis conceſſions may be effeuall ; To paſſe 


the ambigaitie which may be concealed in theſe laſt words, and 


what conceſhons are meant,whither His Majeſties future conceſſions 
or thoſe already granted, we doe notthinke this delay fafe, nei- 
ther can we know how long it may be, Withall this clauſe gives 
 ſomelightto that part of your Lordſhips Declaration, For His Ma- 
| Jeſties comming with honour, freedome and ſafety, to ſome of his 
houſes in orneer London 3 This honour, freedome and ſafety bein 


conceived by your Lordſhips to be ſuch as may. inable His Majeſty 


to effetuate his conceſſions. concerning Religion, appeareth to us 


to beeno lefle, then a reſtoring of His Majeftie to the exerciſe of 
| his royall power, without ſecurity firſt had from him for ſettling 


Religion. or E fo, Gs 
 Thefecond part of your Lordſhips anſwer, we humbly conceive 
_.doth rather contirme then ſatishe our juſt complaint concerning re- 


ſolutions taken by your Lordſhips in matters of Religion,without 


the adviſe and conſent of the Kirke, For when your Lord(hips ſay 


that what is now Declared by the Parliament in order to Religion, 
is not upon any new grounds, but in purſuance of the ſame grounds 


contained in the Covenant and in the afts of the General! Aﬀ/embly 


yea, that in your Lordſhps demand. concerning Religion,our adviſe 
was deſired; All this addeth to onr juſt grievance, intimating to 


us, that your Lordſhips interpret the Covenant and atts of the Ge- 
nerall Aflembly,otherwiſe then we do; forwe cannot conceive how : 
your Lo:Declarate agreeth with the grou nds of the Covenant, &a&s 


of the General Aſſembly bur that it goeth upon new grounds, not 
contained in them. It is true,our adviſe was deſired in that demand 


concerningReligion,but it was alſo true that thedemand was reſol- 


ved upon by.your Lordſhips before our adviſe was deſired, and that 


the anſwer and adyiſe returned trom ns hath not found good accep- 
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tance,neither have your Lordſhips proceeded according te the fame, 
And whereas your Lord(hips ſay, that as you-have never hitherto 
takenany reſolutions inthat which concernes Religion , without 
adyice from the Kirke ( and here give inſtance in thoſe particulars 
complained of by us) ſo you ſhall never doe any thing that may 
prejudice this juſt intereſt and liberty of the Kirke of- Scetland: As 
weſhall not call to mindeall that is paſt, ſo that which is-here ex-. 
prefſed by your Lordſhips , doth yet further addeunto our grie- 
vance;, ' for to parallel and proportion the meaſurewhich wee may 
expe& for the future, with that which we have in theſe late pafſa- 
ges received from your Lordſhips, cannot but.leave us under juſt 
feares and ſad apprehenfions. SES 
The-third part of your Lordſhips anſwerts in reference to our 
defire of being ſatisfied upon the whole matter 3 where your Lord- 
ſhips againe referre us to the. Declaration,as containing the grounds 
_ and reſolutions-of the Parliament on the whole matter. This wee 
are not able to reconcile with that paſſage in the Declaration: 
where your Lord(hips profeſſe, That you are reſolved not to ingage in any - 
War before the neceſſity and lawfulneſſe thereof be cleared, ſo as all who are 
well affected may be ſatified therewith, and that reparation to ſuch breaches or- 
injuries as are or foall be condeſcended on, (hall be demanded in luch a juſt. and 
fit way as ſbaf be found moſt lawfull and expedient, The one paſſage hol- 
deth forth to ns fatisfaftion on the whole marter,the other holdeth 
as. ſtill in ſuſpenſe till the neceſſity and lawfulnefle of the Warre be 
cleared, and the way of demanding reparation reſolved upon ; for 
_ that your Lordſhips are pleaſed to ſay in the end,that it is cleare- by 
the Declaration , that there is nothing therein which doth -crofle 
the demands concerning Religion, or is inconſiſtent with the ſecu- 
rity thereof; what reaſon we have-to be of another judgement ſhall 
appeare to your Lordfhips in our paper, which we are to prefent to 
your Lord{hips concerning the Declaration, unto which we referre 
our ſelves concerning.our ſenſe of other particulars in this buſinefſe 
not here expreſſed, 6" Ree 


The humble Repreſentation of the Commiſion of the General Aſſembly ; To 
-the Hononrable Eſtates of Parliament, upon their Declaration lately com- 
____._ municated to 15, Edinburgh 28. April 1648. SR 
Qs your Lordfhips have been pleaſed in your Anſwer to us of 
the twenty of this Moneth to remit us to your Declaration to 


the Kingdomeffor ſatisfa&ion to our eight defires formerly Poe 
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* YourLordſhips adde , that in purſnance of the Covenant, this 


| Kingdome joyned in Armes with their Brethren of England; and did 


proſecute theſe ends,till their common enemies were fabdued, and 
moſt of them brought to ſach condigne puniſhment , as the reſpes 
Rive Parliaments thonght fit. We ſhall here paſſe your Lordſhip 


omitting of the Treaty between the Kingdomes , which may bee 
thought to have had aneerand immediate influence in reference. to 


the conjuntion of theſe Kingdomes in Armes, although the Cove- 
nant was the chiefe foundation thereof : But. whereas your Lord - 


| ſhips ſeem to intimate that the cloud of Malignancy was then ſufh- 
ciently diſſipated, or at lexſt, that the Covenant was ſufficiently per- 
formed in bringing Delinonents to ſach condigne puniſhment as 


the reſpeCtive Parliaments thought fit; We are ſorry that we have 
cauſe to remember what forbearance,yea,favour and friendibip hath 
been granted to many ſuch : and weareſo far from thinking the 
danger from theſe former common enemies paſt and gene, that wee 


ſtill fee Malignancy upon the one hand,as Setariſme upon the other 


ſpringing up like roots of bitternefle to trouble, yea, to defile many 


In theſe Kingdomes, theſe are the hornes which yet puſh Fudah and 
 Zeruſalem on both fides , the Lord prepare ſuch Carpenters as may 


cat off buth the one and the other. os 

_ As for theÞreaches of Covenant which your Lordſhips inſiſt up= 
on in the following part of your narrative, we with your Lordſhips 
to remember a paſſage in the Declaration of the Generall Aﬀembly, 
and how cautiouſly they ſpeake of the breach of Covenant in Eng- 
land; the words are theſe, Je would not be underſtood as if we meant either 
t0 juſtifie this Natien,or to charge ſa-þ a fin upon all in that Nation; We know 
the Covenant bath been in divers particulars broken by many in both Kingdomsz 


(The Lord pardon it, and ACC eft a ſac rift ce) | axvd we do w_ dowbt hut there are 


many ſeven thouſands in England, whs bave not oncly kept themſelves unſputted, 
and retained their integrity in that bufineſſe,&c, That the Covenant hath 


been fouly and ſhamefull broken by as many of the prevalent party 
of Scaries and their adherents, as ever tooke the Covenant,is clear 
and undeniable,and by their means hath come the reſiſting and hin= 
 dering of Reformation, connivance at Herefie and Schiſme, and o< 


ther things contrary tothe Covenant. But it can as little be danb= 


ted of, that there are dangerous breaches of Covenant by Ma- 
lignants,both'at home and abroad: And your Lordhips know,true - 
_ zeale againſt breach of Covenant ſhould ftrike equally on both 


hands, beginning to reforme at _ Your Lordſhips ſay wel 
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that thenot takers ofthe Covenant are by thejoynt Declaration of 
both Kingdomes declaredto be publicke enemies to- Religion and 


Country , andareto be puniſhed as profeſſed Adverſaries and Ma- 


lignants: but we wiſh your Lord(hips may not forget to apply that 
paſſage of the ſaid.Declaration to thoſe who-have not to,this day 


_ taken.the Covenant in England; and-that therefore , they may bee 


lookt upen by your Lordſhips as common enemies, which ought to 


' beſupprefled and puniſhed. 1 

The laying aſide of the Covenant out of the new Propoſitions 
ſent to his Majeſty to the Iile of Wight we utterly diſapprove, and 
are heartily ſorry for it; but we with there had not beene ſome guil- 
tineſſe of this fame kinde at home, when it was: carried in the 
Committee of Eftates, that there ſhould be no mention of the Co- 


venant in.the publicke delires ſent. up in Auguſt laſt to his Majeſty, 


And whereas your Lordſhips doe enumerate amongſt theſe breaches 
of Cavenant, That they who ought to.be brought to tryall and condigne puniſh- 
 mnent-for, bindering the Reformation of Religion , dividing the King from his 
Pepp!e,one of the Kingdomes from anotber,or making any faction or-party among 
the People , contrary to the League and Covenant , have been proteed and 
aſſiſted; We ſhall here onely delire your Lordſhips to remember. that 
all this is trae of Malignants, as well as-of Seftaries : and for our 
| part, (whatſoever liberty there be in the manner or circumſtances) 
we doe not: doubt , but the thing it ſelfe is neceſſary, both by 
the Word of God, and Solemne Covenan ty. viz, That juſtice bee 
done-, and condigne puniſhments infiicted on all hinderers of 


Reformation and Peace, and all who make faQtions, contrary to. 


the Covenant, whether they be Setaries or Malignants : But if. it 
was ſufficient that the moſt:;part of the Malignants were brought to 
ſach condigne puniſhment , as the reſpective Parliaments thonght 
fit, which your Lord{hips gaveus a touch of in the precedent part. 
of your narrative, wee leaveit to your-Lordſhips confderation,. 
whether you doe not hereby furniſh ſuch a retortion to thoſe that! 
favour the SeQaries-in England, as that they may plead from that. 


principle in your Lordihips declaration, that the puniſhment” of 


Seftaries is to be referred finply- tothe Parliament of -Eipland, as, 


they thinke fit, and that you rLord{hipsmutallow them the fame: 
latitude of favour toward the Secaries, as before you have allowed, 
both to- your ſelves and them, towards: the:Malignants.--;Your. 
Fordſhips adde as another breach of Covenant, thatin' ſtead-of a 
firme Union and Peace between the Kingdomes ,” a breach hath 


been. 


9 — 


beene endeayonred, which an 873. denyed to be a breach of Co 
venant , arjdthereforea rocke to bee the more carefully avoyded; 
It. is our;griefe that there is alſo cauſe to complaine of the Malig- 
nant party at home, as no lefle guilty ofendeavouring a breach be 

tween the Kingdomes: SOT Ng POR, 

_ Theattempts, injuries-,. and violences of thatparty of Se&aries 
againſt his Majeſties Royall Perſon , and the hard: condition he is 
reduced unto by their meanes,. we are very ſenſible of : And, as 
we have often before profeſſed, our-prayers and endeaygurs accor- 
ding to our place and<alling, have not beene, neither ſhall be wan- 
ting-for the preſervation of his Majelties Perſon and authority , in 


- the preſervation of the true Religion , and liberties of the King- 


domes: And weleave it to be pondered by your Lord(hips,whether 
they that obtru@ and hinder the requiring of ſatisfaftion and ſecu- 
rity from his Majeſty, in point of Religion,before his reſtitution to 
the exerciſe of. hisRoyall Power , do not upon the matter, and by | 
conſequence obftratand hinder his Majeſties deliverance and refti- 
tution, whereof ſuch ſecurity.and aſſurance had-from-his' Majeſty, 
might be a powerfull and effeQuall-meanes, =" © 

| As wee know not whom.your  Lord'bips meane when: you 
ſpeake of ſuch, as had warrant-trom the Parliament. of this King- 
dome, for aceefſe to his Majeſty, and:yet were debarred; and as no 
violence nor injury offered-to a pablicke Miniſter of another King- 
dome can be excuſed, ſo we are informed, that the Souldiers A& in 
removing once the Earle of Lauderdale from Wooburne, was not onely 
diſclaimed, but his:Lord{hip otren thereafter permitted free acceſle 


'tohis-Majefty.. . 


. Your Lordfhips iaſiſt upon three inſtances of the breach of Trea- 
ties, .one of the large Treaty, and two other breaches of the 
Treaty, 1643: As to the firſt, (which. for orders ſake we begin at } 


 Wecannotſay that itthold forth any convincing clearnefſe[t9- us; 


Yeaſ6 far as werinderſtarid;.the thing whereunto the Kingdome of 
Fngland was bound: by the Treaty; . was not-infiſted upon by the 
Commiſſioners of this:Kingdome at London, bur an alternative, for 
atance againfttheRebells by Forces or Monies-: 'Aﬀter which the 


Parliament. of this Kingdome made-a defire of affiſtance by monies; 
whioh-the Parliamentof :Englakdproamiſed to take into their conſi- 


deration;And feeing your:Lordſhips in this ſame Declaration wave 


| breaches of Freaty, in Money-matters, even where the Money was 


due by Treaty, "We hope, your Lordſhips will findic the more inex- 
I | _— E-3 pedicnt 
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 pedicnt to.infiſt.upon thenot obtaining of that aſſiſtance by monies 
againſt therebels, being a way not provided by the-Treaty. . 


Concerning the other two breaches which pitch upon the'Treaty 


1643.Firſt, your Lordihips ſay, that according to the firſt article of 
that Treaty , the Covenant ſhould have been taken by both Kings 
. domes, but that now by the prevalent party of SeQaries and their 
adherents, it is not only laid aſide in the new Propoſitions, and no 
execution of publick orders for taking it throughout-the Country, 
_.but many in places of truſt have never taken it,neither are urged to 
_takeit, Certainly fuch ſlieghting of the Covenant is a great tin a- 
-gainſt God,and a high contempt of the Covenant: And it is very fit 
that this Kingdome ſhould deſire the Parliament of England to prefle 
it, not onely upon perſons of truft, but univerſally on all the Sub- 
je&s of that Kingdome;yet we are not convinced of any juſt ground 
of War againſt that Kingdome, in'that which hath been inftanced 
by your Lord(hips,eſpecially conſidering that the Covenant was ta- 
ken by the Repreſentatives , and other chiefe corporations in Eng- 


lnd,whereupon both the Generall Aſſembly, and the Parliament of 


this Kingdom have frequently mentioned in their Aﬀs,Letters,and 

Declarations, the Union and conjun&ion of both Kingdomes by 
* Solemne Covenant : neither are we without hopes,if things be car- 
ried on in a fair andright way,that the Kingdom of England may be 
brought a further length in the performance of this duty; Whereof 
we arethe more confident, becauſe of the famous and frequent teſti- 
monies given to theCovenant,and againſt the Py ra of the time,by 
the Miniſtry in divers Provinces in England. As ft 
which your. Lordſhips conceive to be againſt the eighth Article of 
the ſame Treaty,1643. Weheartily wiſh, that rhe joint way of ap- 
plications to the King by both Kingdomes once begun-, had been 


 eontinued,and do conceive very much prejudice to the Cauſe by the 


divided way : onely, we offer it to your Lord(hips further confide- 
ration whether this breach be not atleaſt diſputable,there being no 
mention at all in that Article of Propofalls,Propofitions, or Bills, 
but only of Ceffation,Pacification,and agreement-for Peace;ſo that 
It may uſtly be donbted. whether the ſending-of:thoſe Propoſalls 
and Bits to the King withour the confent ofthis Kingdome, hath in 
it that certainty and clearniefſe of a breach of Treaty between. the 


Kingdomes, as may be a ground of War'; Andif ic bea breach of 


the Treaty foreither Kingdome {ingly'and dividedly to fend Pro- 
Poſitions tg his Majeſty, We ſhall crave leave that we may defire © 
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or the Iaft breach, 
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7 Fa EL RTCLMS 
be informed,how this confifteth with thatlatitadswhiekryonrlotd-- 


ſhips leave afterwards in thisſameDeclaratien inthe matier'of pre- 
 fenring Bills or Ads of Parliamentto the King, for your Lordlhips - 


defireafſurance of his Majeſtie:to: agree t6 ſich AQs or. Bills as ſpall 
be preſented unto him by bis Parliaments of both oil either: Kingdoms,reſpetfive.. 


| Wemight allo iniiftupon ſome Papers and Propoſitions preſented: 


to his Maj.from thisKingdom.at Newcaftle,and mich more upon the - 
Pacification concluded there, with his Majeſtie, in reference to the 


\ disbanding and removing of the Rebels in this Kingdome, and that 


in a fingle way (as we conceive) withoutthe knowledge,. and con- 
currence of the Parliament ot England. _— ET ae 
But we ſhall come to thatwhich your Lordihi 


/ 


ps make the reſult 


- upon all theſe breaches of Covenapt and -Treaties, viz. That they 
_ call upon your Lordſhips to a duty to GOD, your King and 


Country, and to your .oppreffed Brethren 'in- England, which-your- 
Lordſhips ſpeake more plainly in. the next Clauſe, giving us to 


_ underſtand; that thoſe differences or breaches are ſuch, as.if not re- 


paired by amicable indeavours,may otherwiſe aeceſſicate this Kin ge- 


 dometo ingage in awarre, but that firſt your Lordthips inteadto 


ſend the three deſires-(next mentioned in. the Declaration.) tothe 
Parliament of England : And this'is all the ſatisfaftion we' find ts 
our ſecond defire, which was , That according fo the Treaties it may 


bee condeſcended upon, and Declared by the Parliament, what are thoſe brea- 


ches of Peace, which they take to bee a ground of Warre, . and that reparation 
thereof may bee ſought. But as wee ſeeno -breach of Peace inftanced: 
in the Declaration; and as the three breaches of Treaties infifted 
upoa by your Lord(hips, ſeeme to bee at leaft debatable ; So-wee 
heare nothing of any.refolution of Parliament, . that ſuch breaches. 
as are, Or ſhall be condeſcended ypon by your Lordthips, ſhall bee 
made known and ſentto the Parliament of Exyland, as we expefted; 
and they have defired, by their Commiſſioners here ; Onely we hear 


- of three deſires to be ſent ro the Parliament of England for Religion, 


His Majeſtie, and the Good and :Peace of theſe: Kingdomes: Wee 
conceive its the beft and moſt juſtificable way of proceeding, that 
publicke, as well as private injuries be declared and made knowne 
to thoſe whom it concerneth to give ſatisfaftion therein. Beſides all- 
this, we fear your Lord{hips will hardly avoid a Nationall quarrelt- 
againſt the Parliament of England, if the three inftances before men- 

tioned be infiſted upon as breaches of Treaty to infer a War; becaufe - 


- when the Houſes were mok free, apd when there was no ſach oyer- 


'_ _ awing-/ 
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DD ED Fao)- Lets 
2 awing influence of the SeCtaries party, eventhen they didnot ſup- 
| prefle the Iriſhes in this Kingdome, they did not enforce the Cove- 
nant on all their Ofhcers, mach leſſe on all Engliſh Subje&s,neither 
would they then admit that they were oblieged 'by Treaty, not to, 
ſend Propoſitions-er Bills to the King, without the concurrence of 
this -Kingdome. - ES EC — 
 Inallthisthatwe have ſaid,it is far from-our meaning to aſſume any 
 Jadgement of the Treaties betweene the Kingdomes ; Ouly becauſe | 
your Lordſhips have remitted us to the Declaration, for ſatisfaftion 
_ t0.0ur.conſeiences,as in-other particulars; fo in this.of.the breaches, 
We have humbly-repreſented to your Lordſhips, wherein we are not 
_ clear andfatisfiediin our conſciences, to conſent and concur for our 
part-upon ſuch grounds, And withall, ſeeing it is not only our.defire 
as Meſſengers of peace, but your Lordſhips profeſſed reſolution in 
. this Declaration, that-you will. aflay all Brotherly and amicable _ 
ways forrepairing differences andimaking up breaches, We recom- 
mend it to your Lord(hips: ſerious thoughts, whether it will not be 
molt 'agreeable to that Brotherly way of proceeding between two- 
Kingdomes in Covenant together, to deſire a Treaty with the Par- 
_ Tiament of England, -concerning:the:breaches and demands mentiae-, 
nedinthis your Detlararion, Eſpecially ſeeing the way of Treaty 
"was the way thought fit to:be uſed inthe years 1639. and 1640. be- 
fore the Kingdomes were joyned in Covenant ; How much more 
now, being ſo conjoyned, areall poſhble and lawfull wayes to.bee 
tried,for preventing the effuſion of more load. - 

In your Lord(hips firſt demand which concerneth Religion, 
there are ſome things wherewith wee cannot in our confciences.bee 
ſatisfied,as namely, 1, Becauſe the firſt two particulazs,therein con- 
rained, viz. concerning the taking of the Covenant, and praQtiliing 
of the Diretory of Worſhip, are preſſed only upon Subjefts; which 
may be interpreted as tending to exempt theKings Ma'ety,;nat only 
from taking the Covenant, ( which yet was .laudabiy deſired inthe 
Propoſitions of both Kingd.)but from having the Direftory ofwor- 
ſhipprafiſed in his family, which was a liberty that his Majefty re- | 
ferved to himſelfe in his-late Conceſſions ſent to us, and in diverſe. 
meſſages before ſent to the Houſes of Parliament at Weſtm:2.We find. 
nothing in this demand of any application:to be made at, or about. 
the ſame time to the King for obtaining affurance from kis Maje- _ 
fly for his Royall conſent ; But of this we have exprefled our ſelves 
more fully in anſwer to your Lordfhips Paper of the twentieth. 
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econd dema 

and Safety , that applications may: be made to bijn by Parliaments of both 
-Kingdons for attaining bis Rojall iſfnt to ſuch deſires as ſhall be by then 

. Preſented to bim jor eftabl:ſping Rel gion as4s above expreſt,” and ſetling a 


. well-grounded Peacts DES 
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Hips, 1.. Alla 
areſuſ 


ſecarity had from him, for the ſetting of Religion in the righe mane 


14 _nour, Freedome, and Safety, We do not canceive what he (hall* 


Wes a) 
. : This d e conceive ro be of FIROY contequence ta "RX 
telig fon amiche zoyenant for the reaſons and- conſiderations fol- 
D  mhich.we bumbly offer to be conſidered by your Lords 
Hl ppentious and deſires to. his- Majeſty for Religion 
uſp Ike come wich Hononr, Fredaine jvc -ſafty.ro ſome 
af bis wee in, or neexe London; We. know not whar length of 
in: this may draw to, or bow- mach danger there may be in-the 
delay. 2.. The eſtabliſhing of Religion here mentioned, as thas 


torhar which is aboveexpreſſed, where we doubt nor your Lord: 
ſhips referre to your firſt demand which went before z Whereas the 
ob-blilbing of Religio 
do not think life, fore the reaſons before giver,.3. We conceive thax. 
this (cond demand amounts+0 na lefle then the reſtitution of his. 
Majeſty to the exerciſe of his Royall Power. before Applications- 
made, and defirespreſented to him, much more before aſſurance and 


per, and according tothe Covenant.. For befides what we have. ex» 
prefſed i io eur lat Paper: preſented to your Lordſhips- that this: ho- 
pour, freedory, and (atcty is conceived by your Lordhips tro be fach,. 
amy enable bis Majeſty ro effedtuar his Conceſſions concerning 


power reſtored ?- This we further addc, thar we humbly conceive, 
his Majefties Honpur may comprehend, ar-may be. made uſe of ag: 
comprehending, not onlythe poſſeſſion of his Revenews, bur alſ@ 
the exerciſe of hisRoyall Governmenr.; Next, bing in freedome, 


| he may repare to ag 0a of his Dominions in Scotland, Fogland*or 


Telaud; And laſtly, being reftored to be in a condition of fafery, he 
may-provide Forces for guarding Himſelfe againſt all apprehended- 
dangers, forif. Guards fhould be ſer abour him, by his Parliament, 
it will be.faid ro be corrary to the condition. of freedoms z..S9 that. 
being reſtored to ſome of bis Houſes, in, .or near London, with Ho- 


Haewxenctſe of his Royall Power Confid.ring wichall, that 
any. others. will-conceive the. Honour, Mm... 


rion of his Majeſty to the exerciſe ofhis Royali. Power 
 Curity had from him for ſercling Religion, Your Lors 


» s 
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conlitient 


which yogr Lorddhips iotend codefireofhis Majeſtic, is according. 


In in ſuch a manger as is there expreſſed, we- 


Religions And what is ou lefſe then the exerciſe of. bis Royall: 


l ak eand Safety-ro be Kingly, and fach asbecomes his Rayall. Per=- 
1 wane che exerciſe of. his Rovall Power: Yet this ea 
+QEIOTE' 1G. Ro 


7 _ by ' T heT Defices , 2 and other Mayen, | is conceived by us. to be in«. 
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_ cobſiflebewith the fafety anc 


- ſeſſions of Faith, Dire&ory of Worſhip, and Pi 
ment z Orwhar fireogrihis- Majeſty fo reftored may again arrait 


_ endchervineof our Religion and Liberties, Which things we 


, Lordfhips are oblie ed by the chird Article of the Coven: 


were once corme-with = freak fore afer germs 1 dig 
Houſes, is, or neareLondon, We know not whariofluqades his may: 
haveypon the Houſes of Parliament to obfiraft aud: binder. tow 
preenin g of Rils ro Him, for enjoyning the Qovenam, aboliſhing 

and che Booke of Common-prayer, Dl Oo Cork. 
att Govern: 


by the aſſiftance'of the] Poplth, Prelacicall, and Malignanc party, for 


2 new and bloody Ware, to the devaſtation of theſe Kingdomes, 


have the more cauſe to feare and ar 
declared and profeſſed, that be is oblig 
all the 


nd, his Majeſty baring. 
in conſcience to emprove 
ower which God ſhall: pur in his hands, for the cſtabliſh- 


ment of Epiſcopacy.5.Toiafiſt upon the bringing of his Majcſty0 


ſome of bs Houſes, in,or 
ty bad from him in j 


in,or neer London,before fatisfation andiſecuri- 
ne of Religion, and in ſuch ocher thing) azare 


_ peceffary for the ſafe nerf er ey could nor as we conceive 


pes an — — agement an _—_ [7 rd 
rians in Kny/an will coneeive ach'a thing 

nponthem) that the remedy Some þ in your demand is worſe 
then che diſeaſe, And wehave atfoheardthartheParl. of England, 
when chey were as free as ever they were, would never agree to his 
flajeftics comming to London, with honour, freedome, and fafery, 
withoue ſecuricy fleſt hadfrom him in ſuch chings as are- 


for Religion, and the fafery of the Kiogdome,” 6, Seeing your 
Rant, to de» 
fend his Majeſties Perſon and Auchoriry, is the perſervarion and 
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Ic ſty-ſhallnor_be:in:a condition of Libertie. betore the: 
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rand: whether His Majefties 

cured; beforeeicher Church; 
ondicjon of tafety. . And vis. this 
ot b:fore all: worldly in:erefls; 
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li of Chriſt have 2 free 
ſafety ſhall nor be-provided fotandfe 
or Kingdome can day theyareinan 


tot 
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ar ratherito make it come aker ae Kings interch ®. 7., We feav / 


that ib after ſo-many Inſtruftions from:the Parliament, Coaventi- 
on,'and Commitcee of Eſtates: to. their: -Commiſſiyners at ' London 
” fromxime to time, for endeayouringintbefirſt- place the ferclemene_ 
_ of Religion, and then co end:avour..the-removing of the Civill difs 
ferences, andthe reflicurion of che King, upon his firſt giving: ſatis4 _ 
faRticoin Rtligion and the grounds of a:folid Peace; And. if :aftey 
iewas dechared by this Kingdome,.(duriog. js Majeſties being; ar 
Newcaſtle, )chat they could not admir of bis Majeſties coming to Srot-: 
land ixrfreedome; unlefſebis Majeſty grantedthe Propoſition concers 
_ ningthe Covenant and Religion, and gave. a ſatisfaQtory anſwerto 
the rc of che Propoſitions; Likewiſe, if af:er ſuch aDeclangtion 
of the Parliament ofthis Kingdom, January 16, 1647, for his: Majei 
ies beingin ſorhe of. his Houſes, with ſuch actendance as- the.rwo 
- Houſes ſhould think fir, tintill He give fatisfattion. in the Propoficis 
ons ;-If after all this it be now.in{ifted upon,that: his Majeſty maybe 
_ reftared with Honour, Freedome, and Safety; before fuch ſatisfa&ti- 
on-liad from Him; we feare icſhall lie as a great Gandall upon «this 
Kingdome, and as roo ſenſible and appareat aghgnge.of:their former -- 
principles and profeſſions ina poinr'fo mych.concerniog; the ſecurity | 
of Religion. . 8, We are veryapprehtenſive; thay, your Lordſhips | 
urging the diſpoſal of theKingsPerſon inEngland,in ſuch a way asthar - 
"he may.come t0-Londen with Honour, Freedgayand Safety, withour = 
_ ſavisfa%opagddecurity inReligion, & in-iughychin pg ro.tt 
Gfery of -theiKingdome (wir hour which chexe 4m berno laſting fe» + | 
thedrging fa :J9yne.incerel} in the diſpoſiog, gf zhe Kings: Per- - | 
es Oe geen ge good of. botb;ftyit-willhe judged by 


moſtof; all/paxcies i6-Eegland,, that. ever: concurrettinthisGauſe; 
#0'be {0 prejudigla}itcotheir Nationall Rights. and. Liberties ;.'and 
ſuch an eycliraachment thereupon (3haugh your-Lotdſbips declare - 
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their applicacions to _ 
_ = Concerning your Lordlhips:thjid dei ndy 
of ScCtaries may be dizbanded;fontheeritls expevikdin-the do. 
As we think — wharſqorer fir:co'be jmployed or: enrrftes | 
in the Armies of cither Kinigdota, who beye fiotauken. the Covetiant)) 
andthar-ll SeQtaries air Bagiq:4chavart inmAromvſhoutdbedigbino 
- | ded and difarined; Sowetoncejve there fs als rexorforyour Lord? | 
"ſhips to foreſee and;providedpainit; che: danger ofthe i ing again 
 - of: the Popifh' Prelatical- andMadignanr: p party? i in-:arines; and 
|  _ therather, becauſe ofithe: Ja6)colnmations: ey by ſomeof them! 
both it Englandabd Tread; There hding alfo (oake doch th utes? 
and parker: atually in arms, whothvodiforedantdechred cir 
principles and eoh tobe ver ryMalignanry vwhereladroate informed, 
they are the! more-animared | allentigkb pens ; ef 
ſome agaeament] berweerrliis Majeſipand thigkingdume: Te furs! 
ther tohs coho: 3;: «fit chix Demand being J iedwtth; theſe. 
C preſent Armyin' iEvgland diabande ated hia*Majeſty” 
broughr co:Lhnden wich. Honour, "Preeddine and Safety: how eafif 
may all-che Malignant, Popiſhand Prelaticall-parryiin his Najefttcs - 
| Dominipnsflock unco bim # Whictihow: pecjadicia[ Tomy be, (hs> 
L Majeſty keepingdiil-higprinciplS, iseafiviobegodgclt: no 3%. 
| - .. -- As forthe exceptions added inyour Lordfhips Ceniahd ; iopaſſe 
TOTO cheam bigwity thereof; 3 hag: op: iba the ſid dwbarid- 
©: Inge Gartifons riecefſary ro bs kept in; England , and: defirechar * 
eſe;Gareif0nsmay-becommanded boafach 2 a have or [hall rake the” 
BREE nant: anU are;well: -affeQakts: Religion: andGoverni ;* bur 
|, donotdefireany'fuch ching-toncerning the 'iGariſoris thewſelves; 
Which may beunderſtandugaracite conkiondes your'parc , tat all 
the. Garifons to be: kept in/England may'be'of ach ashave-not taken * | 
norſhall take-the Corenane 5 Tio: are well affected ro Religion-and- 4 
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ithips propot 1 your Declaration for 
dh fin chackrlovor- 


your intenti= 
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h nenllopes the votes cmd proigre the Houſe of Parlia | 


ates en cwhole fourth defire, We 


dar Fore anion of Forces: with'thoſ who [hall 


(ball take ahe Covenant, © that they be not urged thertto » and fo 
: NOT rerckonet-among reſufers, - This we have the more reafon to 
aire notice of beca Fre Lordihips have before in this fame 'De- 
 claragiep.complained cha chere is no urging of the Covenant in En- 
land, nor no execution of publike Orders you takivg of the Fe... 
Which being ſa, how (balyour Lordſhips finde. = Mali 
Englmnd tabo reſuſereof, the-Covenant, except y our Lordf _— ow 
 foxceitupon them, which'we ſuppoſe your Lordfhips mend not 
toide}-2. Yout Lordſhips do-nor declare, thavif any who have nor” 
taken, and {bell nortake the Covenant, tiay noreſo much as they thar 


: a xelulo the Covenant, ifchey riſe in Aces, your Loxdfhips will 
| Op+ 


- *Wohave bit ane point more to ade , conteming thischird : and 


England, andrco - 


oriiſhips- adde in nſeuincrroiis 
ry 5 farce hone that which i8n0 lefſe your 


.refa Da neaes and leothe Comer, which dorh not ex- 
clude Aſtelaion of -Forres with- ſuch as neither hive raken, not | 
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- reſerve 'E 
pareyſha tile. 
have fo. mus Cul -- 


partof your Declogiion. doth, noe 
Indeude,charlf he fer >. 4p 0 or Ma 
in Armes for the Kings qe, and cagbur 
niog (which is.morenor probable) as- to: conceal their intentions - 
of obſtructing or oppoſing ' 2057 Oe. of the-<nds of the Co-- 
nelly upon Hp: 1195-4 be free to: your ord{kips inflead af -op- 
— pofing or cndeavouring) to -ſoppreſſe. chem, that you ſhall-both pro- 
teftcheir perſons and.eftates ,- and alio japne-or' eine Bows. 
wich them, In all which we have the more cauſe to:be fall: of 
feares and apprehenſians, -becauſe of. ſo.many Engliſh 
milicary imploy divent of, char 
ments, yea: theny 
ſuch Ars ſstved againſt his Cauſe.and C, 


20'we are FEE 


ning fuck as are.co-beintrufted in Ac 
need co-fay no more then wisexpreficd in one:hamble 


ſome of the quali6 =ions expreſſed inourdeſive; vis, 
given conſtant proofeofcheir i incegrity 


vis, 1uch as have 


the more confidently encourage onr Flocks xo: follow: the 
God iritheir hands, and-notto doybrob heir Gdelity;- Which qua» 
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___ andto himſelfe,and of zeale in executing Church Diſcipline againſt 
- Seftaries (wherever any were found) thatche world may bear wit= 
nefſe with our Conſciences of our integrity both in the oneand in * 
the other,although we ſhould altogether hold our peace. Error will = 
fooner comply with errour then truth can, and favourers of Malig= = |} 
nants have been and may againe turne to be favourers of Sectaries, - | 
. to ſerve their turne and fave their intereſt for the time, For our 
| part as wedid before ſo we doe ſtill,clearly and ingenioully profefie 
| That welooke upon SeQaries and Malignants as enemiesto be. op- 
poſed, as rocks to be avoided on the right and left hands. * 
' Weſeeno cauſe why the ſeverall Presbyteries need to be conjured 
as they will anſwer to the great God not to ſuffer themſelves tg. be. 
© poſſeſt with unjuſt and undeferved prejudices againſt the Parliament. 
- and their proceedings: The fear ot God,& conſcience of their duty, 
| __ wil keep them upon the one hand from un'uftand undeferved preju- 
dices againſt their Lordlhips and:their proceedings,and upon the o0- 
ther hand from obeying unjuſt Decrees,and complying with inigui-. 
ty althougheeſtabliſhed by a Law... . Go 
What their Lord(hips profeſſe concerning their preferring of ne 
| _ earthly thing to their duties for Religion, -and concerning their 
reall endeavours to ſatisfie the. moſt tender conſciences, by their 
Lordſhips great complyance with our many deſires. :. All this wee 
leave to the ſearcher of the hearts, and tryer of the reynes, who 
can and will judge thereof : This we can ſay for our ſdlves, thatto 
this day , -we have not received a ſatisfafttory Anſwer. from their 
___ Lordſhipsunto any cne of our defires preſentcd to their Lordſhips 
for the ſafety and ſecurity of Religion, but under colour of yeel- 
| _ ding ſomewhat, our deſires were are ligeronts refalbad; then if 
they had been flatly rejefted. ITN HEROIN Co TN 
| Tf that which followeth inthe Letter hold geod, viz. That it can« 
not be by any with truth and juſtice alleadged that their Lordſbips  bave in the- 
leaft meaſure wronged', or violated the true Priviledges and Liberties of the 
Church , we are greatly ty be blamed and cenſured for. complaining 
in one of our Papers to the: Parliament, that their Lordſhips have 
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RP projadicctVilic eme: priviledges and liberties of this 
_ Nirk& andforproceiting (upen that occaiion) againſt ſuch prepa= 
ritives, " andfor preſervation of the liberties of the Kirke in time 
comming. But:now how much. truth and juſtice : wee nad for the 
ground of our grievance and proteliation', all who will not ſhut 
* their eyes againtithe cleare light may eatily underſtand; For was it 
_. everbeforeheard or knowne,thar any Parliament of this Kingdame 

_ _ Jidwithoutthe knowledge and conſent of thoſe who had tor the 
time, the traſt of the publicke affaires of the Kirk,determin e, judge, 
- anddeclare; by an antecedent judgement , matters fo highly con- 
cerning Religion , as theſe contained in-the Parliaments late De- 
claration,. Wherein'there are not onely*dangerouns exprefſions con- 
certting'the Confeſſion of Faith, Diretory.of Worſhip, and Pres» 
bytertall Government(as we have particularly inſtanced in our late. 
Declaration ) but likewiſe in the cloſe a ſtrange and 'new ſenſe. pat 
upon the Covenant and Aﬀts of Generall Afemblies , without ſo 
mack as firſt conſalting us concerning ſuch a ſenſe thereof, which 
might have becne prevented if they had conſalted us therein : Npt- 
withſtanding of all which, the Declaration being communicate to 
_ us fromthe: High and Honourable Court of Parliament , and wee 
having promiſed a ſpeedy returne thereto, which accordingly after 
cighit:dayes we performed; (the matter being copious) the Declara- 
tion was ordered by the Parliament to be Printed,and the. three de- 
rmMands contained therein ſent away to England, without ſtaying a 
Tittle for cur Anſwer which we had let them know we were pre- 
paring) whereas a very ſhort delay might have by che bleſſing of 
_ God brought unto their Lord{hips more light , and matter of ſe-. 

_ cond thoughts. — | - os 

+ Wecan as eaftly acquit our ſelves of any incroachments upon the. 
anqueſtionable Rights of Parliament. We are obliged by Solemne- 
Eovenant to: endeavour the preſervation of the Rights and Privi- 
ledges of Parliament; And to encroach upon the ſame were indeed a 
 Hathous crime , wherewith ifany ſhall reproach us, ler them take. 
Heed what the ninth Command will exaCt of them-; yet they who. 
will remember how in all ages , the moſt taithfull ſervants of God 
HNaveuſhally been traduced as troublers of , and encroachers upon: 
the Rights of? the. Civill Magiſtrate , will not much marvell that 
what hath-been, iow. «© = = 
' As. to the three inſtances mentioned. in the Letter, to eons 
:Ifocb _ LE ae that. 
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enable Rights. Firſt,ir is ſaid;}hat can be more crvill then to determine 
what - C;vill duties we ought to pay to our King z or what- Civil pawers. bit-- - - 
oypht.to be'poſſeſſed of! We aske again,wherher in-gur late conferets 


ſ 


that. great-encroachments are made. upon their Lord({hips.unqueſti 


/ 


ces with their Lord'hips concerning-an engagement:jn War, there 
was any thing more proper to be iniiſted upon byus, then theſecu- 


ring of Religion betore all worldly intereſts, and particularly, that 


ſecurity may be had from his Majeſty for the point of Religion .be- 
fore his reſtitution to the exerciſe of his Royall power ? Muſt: ngt 


duties to God (whereof the.ſecuring of Religion is a maine one) 


have theAſupream and firſt place, duticsto the King a ſubordinate 
and fecond place? Next as we. havenot determined what. CivuZ 
duties the Parliament ought to pay to the King , or. what CiyHlF 


powers he ought co-bepofleſied of; and as it.is competent to the 
Parliament to judge. of Civill dutics between' the King and his 


People, in their owne way ; ſo can wenort.admit that it is proper 


and competent onely to them to judge ot thoſe duties; for the dn= 
ties of the ſecond Table as well as of the firſt, as namely, the duties 


between King and Subje&; Parents and children , Husbands and 
Wives, Maſters and ſervants, and the like, being contained in, and 


to be taught and cleared from the Word of Ged, are in that reſpe&, 


and ſo far as cencerneth the'point of conſcience a ſubjet of Mini- 


ſteriall Doarine, and in difficult caſes a ſubje& of cognizance, and 


judgement to the Aſſemblies of the Kirke, And here it is not to:bee 
paſſed that the Kirke of Scotlend in the large Centeſſion .of Faich, 
ratified by As of Parliament , did long ſince determine the duties 


of the King and Subje&ts : The like whereot may be ſeen in the.o- 
ther Confteſhons of Faith of the Reformed Churches. ' - 
_ _ Secondly,whereas it is ſaidgTs there any other Authority in this K 


this King doug 
but that of the Parliament, and what flows from them,tbat can.pretend Authori= 
tativepower in the choice of the Inſtrument and Managers of their publik, Re- 


ſolutions? We humbly ask,is there anyEcclefiaſtical Authority within 


thisKingdom that hath pretended or doth-pretend to ſuch a power? 
for we know no ſich thing. An Authoritative power and choice of 
the Inſtruments to be entruſted in Committees -of Parliament & Ar- 
mies,doth not belong unto us,but-unto the Parliament,Nevertheles 


| itwas very competent for us ar.ong other things requiſite for the 
ſafety and ſecurity of Religion and our Solemne Covenant, to-re- 


preſent to the Parliament the Qualifications which we judged from 
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Gods word'to be neceſſary in-\1 047 are entruſted with the mana» 

_ gingof ſo great Aﬀaires, and ſo highly concerning our Religion 
and'Conſciences; Which we have had the more reaſon to infiſt up» 
on, fer our owneand others ſatisfation, we being deſired to joyne 
andconcurin tke bufinefſe, Suppoſe a Miniſter preaching before 
the Eleftion of Magiſtrates (which is uſuall) and ſhewing from the 
Word of Gadthie Qualifications requiſite in Magiſtrates , and that ' 
none ought'to be choſen but ſuch as are ſoand ſo qualified; who 
will challenge fach a Miniſter of afſaming the Authoritative power 
of choofing Magiſtrates? Andif the chooſing of particular Magi- 

| fffates in Cities and Boroughs contrary to the Rules and Qaalifica- 

tions cf the Word, be {infull and blame-worthy , how much more 
the committing of ſo great a publicke truſt in Committees and Ar- 
mites to divers not qualified with the neceſſary Qualifications. 

| To the third Inſtance, which asketh , Is it a ſubje® for the Diſpute of 

[hl Chunth Fudicatories, wbether his Majeſty bath a negat ive voice in Parliament, 

er not? We anſwer, ſo far as the Scriptures of the Old or New Te- 

[1 - flament hold forth any light to us, what Power is due, and what ig 
US not due to Kings , it well agreeth with our places and callings, to 

Ri. communicate ſuch light to others as we fee need. Wee know no 

Hs Church Judicatory that hath diſputed whether his Majefty hath a 
| ___ Negative voice in Parliament; but we had juſt reaſon to ſupplicate 

Le the Parliament that they might not intereſtthemſelves in any quar< 

|{-  retFfor his Majeſttes Negative voyce, becauſe of the | Joan dangers 
{ -, _*which may thereby come to Religion, not onely by future difap- 
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(WIND pointments of the ſo much defired ſettlement of Church affaires, 
Will i he by quarrelling the-SeJemne League and Covenant it felfe ,: and: 
[WIE | the begun Reformation and Uniformity in Religion which hath 

Been purchaſed with-fo much pains, hazards, loffes and ſufferings. 

: _: Andnow weſhall take all theſe three inſtances joyntly,and make 
' © this farther anſwer to them all. Firſt,although the points had been 
FER meerly Civill, yer by the Confeſſion of Faith agreed apon by the 
© (NED Alſembly of Divines at Veftminfer and approved by the Generall 
b.--: Afembly'ot the Church of Scotland as ſound and Orthodox as the- 
bes A more particalarly beareth., ' we ate allowed to apply ourfelves_ 
- ro the Parliament by way of humble ſupplication even in Civilt 


matters; The Parliament alſo having in their Declaration expreſ- 

ſedtheir defires and reſolutions, that the ſaid Confeſſion of Faith be 

il confirmed andeſtabliſhed, have upon the matter allowed us - ſup- 
| "7 nn OY: | plicate. 


plicate their Lordhips con cxevias ſach things. Next we ſay; that 
In all the three inſtances which are given; our ſupplications-and de- 
ſives were to avert what we..uſtly conceived to be deftrativeto Re- 
ligien : We hope no man will have the face to ſay.that the, Aﬀſem« 
blies of” the Church may ſupplicate againſt dangers: of ' Religion 
which fall within the firſt Fable » butnot againſt dangers of Reli-_ 
gion which fall within the ſecond Table , or thac they may ſappli- 
cate againſt dangers of Religion arifi __— men, but not a- 
gainſt dangers of . Religion in which his Majefty is any way con-« 
cerned,or which-flow from a bad choice of the Inftruments and ma- 


% 


nagers of publicke reſolations. 1 
The Epiſcopall diſeaſe of medling with Civill affaires-we truſt 
_ through Gods mercy, neither hath, nor ſhall have any place among 
- the Miniſtry of this Kingdome , who by their Nationall Covenanc 
_ abjared the Civill places and power of Kirk-men. : Onely -we ſhall 
-defire it may be remembred that there were other Epiſcopall diſea- 
ſes and diſtempers be{ide this, as namely, encroaching upon the lis 
berties and priviledges of Ecclefiafticall Aﬀemblies, the forcing of 
"the conſciences of Gods people ,' and perſecating ſuch-who could 
not in conſcience obey. Wherefore it is neceſſary that all the Epiſ- 
copall evills and diſorders be carefully. avoided; And as we doe nor 
doubt the enſuing Generall Afſembly will doe what ſhall be'fit for. 
them to prevent the villifying and contemning the authority of 
Parliament, if it be found in danger to be villified, ſo we humbly 
_-canceive they will not be uamindfull to prevent the -villifying and 
contemning of che authority of their. owne Commiſſioners.  . 
' The following clauſe in the Letter putteth over to theGenerall 
_ Aﬀembly any of the Miniſtry, whs ſhall offer ts ſtir up the Subjefts of this 
> Kingdome to diſobey or deny ta give Civill obedience to their Lawes., 'it being 
_ exprefly provided by the ſecond and third Afs of King James 6. bis $. Par» 
liament in Anno 1584. that none of: bis Majeſties Subjeds under the paine of 
Treaſon impugne the Authority of Parliament. Where 'firk we ſhall defire 
that two knowne difſtinftions, -whichin this paſſage of the Letter 
ſeemeither to be confounded or forgotten, may be remembred. Ci- 
vill obedience to Ads of Parliament: is either in_things unlawtull 
and<contrary to the Word of God, :or in things lawtull and righe. 
. Inthe former caſe it isa {in to obey : in the latter caſe, a finnot to 
. obey. Againe the Authority of Parliament is one thing, an Aﬀt of 
"Parliament another thing; We doe I acknowledge their Autho- 
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| Frenſon of impugning;the Authoricy of :Parlizment, :ic can be no 
Treaſon to 'obey/Ged rather-then man : Neither did the Generall 
 Afﬀembly:ot.Glaſgow 1638. and fach as were ative tartthe. Covenant 
at that thmecompmit any:Treaſon:when they :impugned Fpiſcopacy 
and Perth Articles ,':alchough: xatified and firengthened by Ads 'of 
Parliament and ftanding Laws then unrepealed. '-: $2 he 
.- As toithe two Ads cited in the Letter, if the Order of the Printed 
As be followed, the third hath nothing in it'of- what; it: is'-cited 
For, neitherknow we tor what ufciitcan be cited and' applyetl,: ex- 
cept to the abridging of the Liberties of 'Ecclefiaſticall Afſemblies; 
 Forit diſchargeth all' Judicatories and Judgements , Conventions 
and Afſemblies:Eccleſtaſticall, without his Majefties ſpeciall licence 
and: Conmmandement., which. how contraryiitiisto the word of 
God, to the:example of theiprimitive Gharch,to the Jadgement of 
found Divines,' to the Liberties of :this'Kirke ,- and to our:Solemne 
| Covenants, is more manitet then to need that we ſhould infiſt. upon 
it. "Bat if the Order of the unprinted Atts be followed, the ſecond 
of theſe As doth not mention the Authority of Parliament , but 
of his Majefty and his Councell : However we are heartily ſorry for 
the citation of the ats of that'Parhament, a Parliament-which re- 
introduced'Epiſcopacy, and ſo made defe&ion fromthe Nationall 
. - Covenant fworne three yeares before : For Captaine: James Stewart 
then Earle of Arraz and Chancellour , and the tew Prelates-of that 
time contrived and procured ſuch ACts of Parliament as might ſerve 
their ends. Fhe ſame Aﬀswere alleadged and urged by his Majeiiies 
Commiſſioner in Anno 1638.for Epiſcopacy,whereunto this Anſwer 
was made at that time, The Acts of Parliament, 1584. are of ſeveral 
natures but they were proteſted againſt by the Miniſters of Edinburgh in the 
name of the Kirke of Scotland at the Market Crofſe of Edinburgh when they 
were proclaimed, and. as they were made in that time which was called the honte 
of darkneſſe of this Kirke Tyranized over by the Earle of Arran ſo are they 
Tepealed, 1542.Cap.114. It is not to be forgotten, That after the ma» 
king of thoſeAQts of Parlament;they were ſo generallydifliked by al 
good men,that the chief Courtiers of that time thought it-neceſſary 
to employ Maſter Patrick Adamſon, a chicie devifer of theſe Ads to 
make aDeclaration of the meaning thereot in his. 'Maiefties' Name, 
which he accordingly performed.C oncerning whichDcclaration the 
faid Maſter Patrick pretended Archbiſhop of St. eAndrews,didaf iy 
Gi "HP | iy Hopi: | | W-ALas 
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wards Mn his genninciation wake this Confeſliqn, ts where Lirmrbus: 


themed to barhe;(erter forty-of is Brokercled the- Kings :Doolorttion: whenein 


the whole Orderof tve Kirhe is eoventied-atd-tvaducedt iT protefh before: Gedj; 
that-ſo I intomimnaitde2 to write: theme bf tb Chancolekr-for th'tias j3Þut 
Ghnofly by the: Sectors artordBR Predn ColFfer-who Draſelfs penned the ſeemd 
Het of Parliament; bhoeriting thiPower iidl/Antberityaf Fhdicurory.th-be abs 
folute in th&-Kings Pomeri, and that 7 "foi I'not Vedawfull for any Subje@ toi. 
reclaime frm the ſeme', underas perf. the which 1 juppoſe mas. 
Ts EDN: ACER Wo Lf dl ci 
© Befide 'that Declaration his Majeſty biniſelfe: having received: a: 
fupplication: from divers welaffefed Miniſters with their: Ani= 
madverſions-upon the faid Ads of 'Parliament-,/ did pen with - his- 
owne hand'another Declaration of the meaning:thereof:: But by: 
both thoſe Declarations itmay-be-cafily underitood; that.the ſaid! 
Ads wete intendedfor irinovating-and changing the Government 
ahd Diſcipline of this Kirke; forſetting'up Biſkops:; antbfor ſup- 
preſſini9? the be Miniſters, ' and: accordingly' they: were'made wuſe- 
of - afterwards for the ground of a-charge againſt'the'Minifters: that: 
© It Thall notbe amiſſehere to inſert that part off the: Miniſters'A-- 
_ nimatyerfibns (given in to/his Majeſty at that time)whith concey= 
 neth theſecond' A& of that Parliament; the words ar&theſt.,, -dþ: 
concerning the ſecond AF , the Narration therto fy appeayeth is bee: Nande-- 
r0 us againſt ſome of the Miniſtery, which Wee wortld-wiſh-40: be 'reformed-0p- 
otherwiſe conceived',, except the truth thereof \were verifi &. * Amd-as to-tht. 
ſubttance of the A it ſelfe ; *t attributeth to gh MiefFy « Sovereignty power 
of Fudgement nt onely pin the pet ſons of your SMIJes; bara in allmutiers 
wherein they or anyof them ſhall br apprehended;ſunmoned}, or charved; oc. 
PPbich appeareth to be very ſtrange, the like whereof we heure notto Have been 
prafiliſed.in any Chriſtian Commonwealth ,- and cannvt fand-with tle Pordoff 
God, for although the perſons of men ar# ſubſe to yiten Majeſty 4'dCiortFuds: 
*.ges when they offend againt'your Lawes ,. Ht mins Etebeftaflioalf aMifeOie 
cerning, conſcience, no Chri tian Prince canjuſtlycluime-, nov ever clamedits 
_ bimfelfe ſuch power to judge.Seeing the Prince in this behalf i alitenev of Hhet 
Kirke, and Jeſus. Chri/F onely the head., who onelf bth-piwer io give\Litws (gif 
matters of Conſcience; and ſo,ſuid the podly Alnbroſe; Tpperator bonus 1h 
tra Fecleſiam non ſupra Ecclefram eſt Ando confound the: Faris difiion; 
Civill and Ecclefiaſticall, ' 3s that thing wherein men of all good: Fudyements: 
bave juſtly found fautt with, in the Pope of Rome , which claimeth ts bimſelfe- 
the power of both the ſwords,which 3x as great a fantt to a Civil Mops to- - 
CE TY WY : claime . 
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.cletin and uſurp, and eſpecially te judge upon Dofirine,, Errors hd Herefiet, 
benet. being placed in Eccleſtaſticall fundton to interpret the Scriptures, the 
| warrants hereof out of the wordof God we arelikewiſe to bring forth. 090" © 
_ Hereunto- we ſhall. adde a paſſage out of the recantazion of Mr. 
Patricke Adamſon ſubſcribed -withchis.hand before famous witnefles 
and exhibic to the Synod of Fyffe. the paſſage is this. Thete are con- 
tained in that ſecond AF of Parliament divers others falſe intentions for to de» | 
fame the Miniſtrie and to bring the Kirke of God iz hatred and envy with their 
Prince and Nobility, burdening and accuſing the Miniſters falſly of Sedition, 
aud other crimes,wbereof they were innecent(as likewiſe it is written-in'the ſame 
AF andDeclaration thereof that Soveraign andSupream power pertaineth to the 
King in mattersEceleſiaſtical,which is worthy to be condemned net to be contain= 
_ ed among Chriſtian Acts, where tbe power of the word zs t0 be extolled above all 
the power of-Princes, and to be brought under ſubjeftion to-the ſame. 0 
Pg of the ſecond Printed At he third unprinted 
| (lo farreas-concerneth the purpoſe of the Letter) we find to be thus: 
| That none of -bis Lieges nor Subjeds preſume or take upon band to impugne the. 
dignity andthe Authority of the ſaid three-Eſtates, or to ſecke or procure.the | 
innovation or dimination of the Power and Authority of the ſame three eſtates. 
or any of them in time'comming,under the paine of Treaſon, Theſe words we 
/ humbly conceive as they relate to the. conſtitution of Parliament. 
made of the three Eſtates and to the Authority thereof, being in 
that manner conſtituted, not to the obedience of their particular 
As, ſo ifthey be urged and prefled according to the meaning and 
intention of the A&. before. declared, they will conclude under 
Treaſon all who impugne the Power and Authority of Biſhops, Ab- 
| bots and Pryors as the third Eſtate of Parliament, | 


[2 


* The words of the ſecond Printed At cited,ort 


« $ J 
# : 


To the concluſion of the Letter wee ſhall need to ſay but little, 
| having already in other papers expreſſed our ſelves fully, concern- 
ing the unſatisfa&orines of their Lordſhips Declaration, and the 
unlawfulneſle of the preſent engagement; Which although, it bee 
pretended to be the ſame cauſe for which this Kingdome hath don 
and ſuffered ſo mnch, yet if it be remembred that the Kirks detres ' 
for the point of Religion are not granted, that the wel-affe&ted, 
who-were moſt zealous in the cauſe from the begirining are gene- 
rally againſt this rngagerent, ig is carried on,by ſach as wer for 
the moſt part diſ-affe&ed to theCauſe in the beginning,and were a= 
gainſt theformer expeditions;that thePublick affaires are intruſted. 
into.many new hands,ſuch as we cannot be confident of ; Theſe and 
the like conſiderations will quickly make it appear that the cauſe, 


h \ X 7 Hile wee were about preparing of our thoughts concera- 
from your Lordſhips upon Fedneſday, being a draught of an Anſwes 


| Weecall torecord- the ſearcher of all hearts, the Judge of the 
World, that our not concurring with your Lordſhips proceedings 
| Hitherto, hath not flowed from want of zeal againſt Seftaries, for 


/ 


O99) . 


| Isnot the ſame, but hugely different from what It was, and th 
' the ſamegrounds and principles which made us Active in farther- 
ing the former cxpeditions, hinder us from furthering this, 


Edinb.1o. Junii 1648 


The Humble Advice and Petition of the Commiſſioners of the Generall Aﬀem« 


© bly, - Tothe Honourable Eſtates of Parliament. 


V ing theunſatisfaftorineſſe of a paper communicated unto us 


from the Parliament to the ſeverall Petitions of Presbyteries, Sy- 


| nods and Shires tendered to them-: There was a motion made unto 
us from your Lordſhips by the Lord Ley and the Lord of Armſtoun, 
to wave a particular return unto that Paper, ſeeing it was not'to be . 


looked upon as the ſenſe or mind of the Parliament, in reſpeC&t that 
before the Parliament had taken it into debate or conſideration, 


they did think fit to communicate it to this Commiſſion; and with- - 
all to delire that the Commiſſioners would be pleaſed to tender un« 


to the Parliament their adviſe, concerning the ſecurity of Religi- 


_ _ on inanſwerto the ſeverall Petitions preſented to the Parliament: 


of late from Synods, Presbyteries and Shires: Unto which motioft 
we make this humble recurne.. = 
For the firſt part of the motion ; We are reſolved to lay afide the 


conſideration af that Paper, and to make no Repreſentacion of oue 
thoughts thereupon, if your Lordſhips be pleaſed to make no fure. 
ther uſe thereof, * | 


As for the other part of the motion, calling for our adviſe con» 


_ cerning an Anſwer to the Petitions preſented from ſeverall Shires, 


Presbyteries and Synods unto the Parliament : Although we hum- 
bly conceive, your Honours may clearly perceive what is our judg- 
ment by our Papers preſented to your Lordſhips from time to times 
yet being required we ſhall againe faithfully and freely tender this 
ourhumble adviſe. | | 


the ſupprefſion of whom, and for the advancement of the work of 
Reformation, we are ready to hazzard all in a Jawfull way ; Nor. 


FE: from any remiſſenefſe inthat which 'concernes his Maieſties true 
--'E  Honourand happinefſe, and the preſervation of Monarchical Go- 
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vyernment.in him and his poſterity, nor from any want of tender- 
"nefle of thepriyiledges of Parliament ;. nor from want of Simpa- 

'thie with our affli&ed and oppreſſed Brethren in England; nor from 
- partiall or finiſtrous reſpect to any party or perſon whatſoever 
within the Kingdome ; But from meer tenderneſle in point of ſecy- 
rity of Religion, and the Union between the Kingdoms, and: from 


the unſatisfaQorinefſe of the grounds of your Lord hips Declarati- 
eN, as hath beene exprefſed more at length in our Repreſentation : 
Notwithſtanding your Lord{hips, to our very great griefe, have 


*. * 
S - 


- 


 Faftion concerning the neceſity and lawfullneſſe thereof, promiled 


in your Lordſhips late Declaration, but not as yet performed. 


4 
* -” & 


One to a Levie, whereby heavy burdens and preſſures have 
zeen laid upon many faithtall Covenanters, moſt forward in all 
former expeditions, and averſe from this, onely for want of fatis- 


It is therefore our humble adyice that the above-mentioned Peti- 


_ tions being ſo juſt in themſelves, and flowing from the grounds 


aforeſaid, as they ought in que to have been granted, ſo they 
ought yet to be granted by the ſecuring of Religion,ſtaying the pre- 
ent Levy; and according to our former defires by efſaying Treaties 


with England, applications to. His Majeſty, and all other faire and 


amicable wayes for removing the differences betrveene the King- 

domes, before ſending any forces to England or any other way of 

_ engagement in War. And leaſtthe taking of Barwicke and Carliſle . 
Which is ſo ſcandalous to this Nation) bee Jooked-upon by Exgland 
as a breach of Union on your part ; That your Lordſhips would be 

pleaſed to make it appeare, that neither the Parliament, or any of 
your number have had any acceſſion to the ſarpriſfall or ſupplying 
of theſe Townes, nor ſhall we have any correſpondence or comply- 
ance with thoſe who have been actors, therein. - —_ 
— _Wedvealſo conceive it neceflary tor ſatisfaftion of the Petitio« 


 ners, That his Maiefties late Conceſſions and offers concerning Re- 


Tigion may by your Lordfhips dire&ly and poliitively be declared 
Unfatisfatory to this preſent Parliament, 


._ Bat alchou #h we would not be underſtoud, as if we have had,or 


| Have, any thoughts of declining the reſtoring of his. MaicRty to the 
ſame condition. Hee was in, by the agreement of both- Kingdomes 
when he was taken away by a party of theArmy underS'rT7. Fairfax, 
that both Kingdoms, may freely make their Applications to. him; 
| yet your Lord hips would be pleaſed to Declare, Thar there ſhall 
be no engagement for reſtoring hisMajeſty to one of his none th 
PRE = a ONOUDr 
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 Hononr freedome and ſafety (which doth amount to no leffe_thien © 


the reſtitution of bis Majeſty to the exercile ot his Royal power, for 


thereaſons holden forth in our late Repreſentation never yet anſwer= 
ed)before ſecurity and afſurance be had from his Majeſty by his ſo- 
lemn O3th uader his hand and ſeal, That ke (hall-for himſelf and his ſuc= 


ceffors,: conſent and- agree to Acts of Parliament, injoyning the League 


and Covenant, and fully eſtabliſhing PresbyterianGovernmenc, Dire&o- . 
ry of Worſhip,and confeſſion-of Faith 1n all his Majeſties Dominions; 
and that his Majeſty ſhall never make oppoſition to any of theſe, or en- 
deayour any change thereof, en i hor ls 
That your Lordihips wil make it appear that you mean to be far from © 
intcreſting your ſelves in any quarrell for his Maj,that may put into his © 
Majeſties hands ſuch powergas may not only bring the by-gon proceed- ' 
ings of both Kingd, in the League and Covenant in quelition,hur alſo for 
the time to come make void all the authority of Parl. though proceed- 
ing never fo rightly in reference to Religion and Liberties of the King- 


domes. s | | | \ Yo FR 
| That aclear and dire& courſe be laid down and declared not only not 


to aſſociate nor joyn in Coancels or Forces with the Popiſh, Prelaticall_ 
or Malignant party,but alſo to oppoſe andeffeAually indeavyour to {up - 
preſſe all ſuch of them as have already. rtſen or {hal hereafter rife in Arms 
- -upon whatſoever pretence,as enemies to the Cauſe andCovenant on the 


one hand; as well as Se&aries on the other, 


"That nothing be don in carrying on the engagement, which may break 


the union of the Kingdomes, or may diſcourage or diſ-obliege the Preſ- 
byterian party in England, TOY ns” 


Becauſe it is our gricf, and the orief of all the well-aff:&ed, that thoſe 
who have been of conſtant and approved integrity in theCauſe and have 


| been very inſtrumentall under God for our deliverance, ſhould be for- 


ced for want of fatisfaion to their conſciences to leave the {-rvice; and 


_. thatothers who have not given conſtant proofe of the.r integrity and 
fa.thfullneſſc, and againſt whom there is jalt cauſe of excep;ion and jea- 


louſie, ſo that we cannot exhort our flocks tobe confident: of. their fide- 
lity; yca, and divers that have been in reall oppoſijon to the Cauſe, are 
entruſtedwith the managing of your Eordſhips publik reſoiutions:That 
therefore your Lord{hips will be pleaſed in your wild »me to providea 
timous remedy herein. That there be no Engagement, without a Solemn 
Oath;wherein the Kirk may have the ſame intereſt which chey had in 
the ſolemn Leagye and-{ovenanr the Caufc being the ſame. 


oy ——_— 


| _ - As wedoc humbly infiſt wich yourLord(hips for ſatisfaRion to our 
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__« ordained by yourLord(hips , andput in executiorthy;; 
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-perition- to your: 


. - Conitrary:to ſomeof. thete deſires, :ſome effeftuall. 1:5 Sei mat _ 
- Found out by your Lordſhipswiſdome and goodneflF forthe helpe -.. 
-athereof; Fhat-all who finceilie-beginning of this Levie 5 uw Os 
«  ..xendernefle af conſcience, have ſuffered. any wayet/may be repaired, 


© ;allunuſddll and. grievous courſes. impoveriſking govdpeaple =. 
ded;:and the 


-atterly diſabling them to ſubfiſt, may. be hereafter 2v0j 
intolerable inſolency, prophaneneſſe, blaſphemies ; and manifoly | 
6 —_— that of late have:appeared in the Souldiers, rirdy. be ſevgre- _ 
dy puniſhed andreprefſed 5, That no. Ordinance nor Ogdee mays fie 
. From.your. Lordſtips in prejudice' of the liberties ihe Kirke , aud 

+of the free exercife of any pact ofthe Miniſterial ealffng;all which 
#hey-bave from. Jeſus Ghrift the onely'Head:and Lawegiver in his 
Kicke,, ;and which your: 'Lordſhips are obliged. by. ſoleane oath To 
+qur. Covenants to maintaine : And thatas it i$ 0ur griefe, . [thc Ee 
-whilft yoar Lotdſhips have been ſeeking our advice, :you hayetheen | 


_- {andre making ng gcievous Ads,as we are:informed; ſo we defire your 
« Lordſhips:in the feare of God to be wary of making or maintainipg 


 fach A&s;and namely,That you-putnot the poyer:of arbitrary. Go- 
« yernwent in.che hands of any intruſted by your Lordſhips [e's > DF ory 

-daineany. Oaths to be oo. or. exatted , Gat ney ſnares Wo 
7 mensconfaiences, 


- All-which we ſeriouſly recommend t: to your LAidiips, as you dee: not to op — 
 voke again{f your ſelves and your poſterity th&wrath of the- moſt ligh God, 

dthatthe Lerd:ſhould | net-avenge the quarrel! of a broken Covenant' 7:4". "_ 
E= and Kitigdome « of Scotland. ' Bur if your Lorddlips ſhall bepſea'ts. 

': Hearken'to ettr humble advice , and'to ſatisfie-rhe conſdeticenc: the nell-aietal * 

- inthe Kingdeme ro-the-worke of Reformation, by grating their juſt deſire;gXNorte 
| DH ſhall he llefled:of:Gnd » the Lord of the-whole ea: ths the: -peoplg te of ad. 
ſhall blefle. you. in the flame of the 1 ord, and bleſſc the Logdi for 3 you, Eomfiball 
' binde up the wounds of this direfl:d*ahd diſttaQted Kingdom dear the affe- 
"Mons of the well-affeQct ; *difap ppornr rhe defignes of- the diiafſe Qod/, and Fae} 
-Names” Thadl be a praiſe urito-the-preſerit- and ſucceeding generations : (:Bnl od” 25 
«ſhall pewre ut fupplicarions: before him. who fat: thiand wdgeyh.an Gods __: 
endne your Laidſhips, wich the Spiric of counſe!l and-of rhe feare, of $4 p 
Yew Reſolutions. may be riehily © ordered and rendro Bis pla: Ry 20 
-- gion,the honour an | tappineſſe of the SK avd is FOIELLLY;" ant 
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